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Artictre I. [By Mr. Ferovson. ] 


44 Complete Syftem of Afironomical Chronology, unfolding the Scriptures. 
In which I. The Chronology of the Maforetic Hebrew Text is prove 
ed, by Aftronomical Arguments, to be genuine and authentic, with 
but Error, and without Corruption. II. The Date of the Creation 
is fixed. III. The Year, Month, Day of the Month, and Day of the 
Week, in-which the Uraelites «vent out of Egypt, are afcertained: 
IV. It is clearly proved, that at the going out of Egypt the original 
Sabbath was changed by Divine Legiflative Authority. V. It is 
proved, that our Saviour rofe from the Dead on the Seventh Day of 
the Week, in the uninterrupted Series of Weeks from the Creation, and 
that the original Seventh Day, or Patriarchal Sabbath, revived 
with him. VI. It ts proved, that our Saviour gave up the Ghoff 
upon the Crofs, on the very Month, Day, Hour, and Minate, on 

avhich the Pafchal Lamb was ordered, by the Law, to be flain. VII. 
The Chronclogy of the Five Books of Motes is completed in ail its 
Particulars. VIII. The Aftronomical Epocha of the Gofpel, and 
the Year, Month, and Day, of Curist’s Death, are determined. 
By Jotin Kennedy, ReGor of Bradley, in Derbythire. 410. Pry 
1/1, 3s. fewed. Davis and Reymers. : 


FTER an analyfis of this work, an introdu€ory difcourfe, 

a chronological table from the creation of the world to the 
year of our Lord 1761, and a colleétion of ail the texts of f{crip- 
ture relative to its chronology ; this author complains of being 
unable to find the exa& length of the tropical year, from the ob- 
fervations of the beft aftronomers ; as if, to them, it was yet 
among the hidden fecrets of nature. See page 115.—But in ma- 
ny places of his book he tells us, that he has not only found out 
the length of the tropical year, even to a mathematical precifion, 
but alfo the length of a mean lunation to the fame degree of 
exadinefs ; fo that the Jeaft particle of time can neither be added 
Vas. XV. Aday, 1763, hh thereto, 
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thereto, nor fubtra&ied therefrom, without difcompofing and 
breaking through the whole uniformity of nature. And atl 
this, without ever having made fo much as one fingle celeftial 
obfervation. In thort,.no aftronomical tables but his own 
are worth looking into; fince he can make fuch mathemati- 
cally true conclufions from his tables as are out of all men’s 
pdwer to do by afy other tables extant. 

In ‘page 155, he fays, that, “In vain muft be all attempts to 
raife an uniform fuperftru€ture upon a fiétitious foundation, 
aod a mere chymerical hypothefis, to which the fun and moon 
can never be made fubfervient.’ This is ftriétly true con- 
cerning the fuperftructure he means; and, therefore, if weean 
prove, that not only the fun and moon, but even the ftars alfo 
in their courfes, bear witnefs againft him, his foundation muft 
fink, and his uniform fuperftruéture fall to the ground. 

In page 122, & feq. he tells us, that when aftronomers fpeak 
ef the length of a folar day, they give us fuch accounts as are 
not reconcileable te one another ; and he accufes Dr. Keill of 
giwing ‘ fophiftical direGtions concerning it.’ This appears 
to be furpriGng, fince all aftronomers agree with Mr. Kennedy in 
faying, that the length of the folar day (meaning the whole 
twenty- -four hours), is the ipace of time in which the plane of 
any given meridian revolves from the fun’s center to the fun’s 
tenter again: 

After comparing the acccunts of feveral aftronomers with re- 
fpect to the length of che folar day, and telling us that they ra- 
ther perplex than inform the reader’s judgment, he gives his 
own definition thereof in the following words, p. 124. 

‘ A foliar day is that fpace of time, in which the plane of any 
meridian, after having paffed the center of the fun, in conjunc- 
fion with a fixed {tar at noon, by the earth’s rotation about its 
axis from weft to eaft, revolves to the ftar in the fpace of 23 
hours 56 minutes, and from the ftar to the fun in 4 minutes, 
which being added together make 24 hours precifely, as meafur- 
ed by a well regulated clock, juftin the fame manner with re- 
pect to time, as if the earth had only a diurnal, and no annual 
motion at all.’ 

But all aftronomers will probably find fault with: this defini- 
tion; rt. Becaufe they find no fuch uniform difference as four’ 
minutes between the returns of the fun and ftar to the meridian. 
zdly, Becaufe they very feidom find that a well regulated clock 
agrees exatily with 24 folar hours. 3dly, Becaufe, if the earth 
had no annual motion, the {pace of time in which the plane of 
the meridian would revolve from the fun’s: center to the. fun’s 
center again, would be precifely of the fame. length with that 
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Athly; Becaufe a clock, now adjufted fo as to meafure exaély 
#4 hours, whilft the plane of the meridian revolves from the 
fun to the fun again, would, if the earth’s annual motion fhould 
ftop, and its diurnal motion continue the fame as it now is, 
meafure bat very little more than 23 hours 56 minutes hetween 
the revolutions of the meridian from the fun to the fun agains 
ever afterwards, whilit the earth had only adiurnal motion and 
no annual motion at all, 

He then tells us, that ‘neither the pretife length of the fide~ 
real:day, nor the complement of the folar,’ (by which comple~ 
ment, I fuppofe; he means the difference between the length of 
the fidereal and folar day), ‘ hath yet been determined with 
certainty.” To this we might anfwer, that if nature has made 
the fidereal day as incommenturate to the folar as the fide of a 
{quare is to its diagonal, all the art in the world will never be 
able to make it otherwife; and confequently never able to find 
any number or quantity fo fmall, as by being continually ad- 
ded to itfelf; will precifely meafure them both. 

But Mr. Kennedy has found a quantity, which, he tells us, is 
the precife mathematical difference between the length of the 
fidereal and folar day ; namely, 4 mimutes, which being added 
359 times to itfelf, will exaétly meafure the former; and 366 
times will’ meafure as exa@tly the latter.—This would, indeed, 
be the true difference, if the year conftfted only of 360 days, 
as the earth’s annual orbit confifts of 360 degrees : for then, as 
the earth would advance one degree, at a mean rate, every 24 
hours, and as it revolves one degree every four minutes by its 
diurnal motion ¢with refpeét to the fun), the above difference 
would be true to a mathematical precifion, fuppofing the ftars 
to have no apparent progreffive motion.—Bat, as the year con- 
filts of 365 days, and the earth’s orbit of only 360 degrees 9 
and the difference between the fidereal and folar day is equal 
in rotation to the earth’s daily progrefiive motion, which, at a 
mean rate, is only 59’ 8” of a degree; ’tis plain that the differ- 
ence between the fideread and folar day is not quite fo much ag 
four minutes of time. 

Mr. Kennedy divides the eclyptic into 3654 degrees, as the 
year is divided in 365 4 days.—But this will never give him four 
minutes difference between the fidereal and folar day; for, as 
the folar day confifts of 1440 minutes, if this number be divided 
by 365, the quotient will be only 3 minutes 56 feconds 42 thirds 
43 fourths and 12 fifths, for the difference which he calls four 
tninites. é' 

I thall now digrefs a little, in order to explain the caufe of 
the difference between the fidereal and folar day ; and then to 
thew the quantity of this difference with all poffible fairnefs. 
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If the earth had only a diurnal and no annual motion, the 
folar and fidereal days would always be of the fame precife 
length ; for then, as the fun would never change his apparent 
place among the fixed ftars, the time in which the plane of any 
meridian revolves from any given ftar to the fame itar again, 
would be precifely equal to the time of its revolving from the 
fun tothe fun again. 

But, becaufe the earth goes round the fun in the fame direc- 
tion as it turns round its axis, namely from weft to eait, and 
thefe motions are within the {phere of the ftars, in comparifon 


of which the earth’s annual orbit is only a dimenfionlefs point ; ° 


let the number of folar days im a year be what it will, the number 
of fidereal days will be one more. For the effe&t of one turn of the 


* earth on its axis, with refpect to day and night, is loft by the 


earth’s motion round the fun, juft as it would be loft to a tra- 
veller, in going quite round the earth from eaft to welt, following 
the apparent diurnal motion of the fun: for let him take what. 
time he would to go round the earth, he would reckon one day 
Jefs at his return than the people would do who remained all the 
while at the place from which he fet out. | 3 

A Julian year confifts of 365 days 6 hours.—In 365 days 
the fun’s apparent motion ia the eclyptic (occafioned by the 
earth’s real progreflive motion therein) is found by aftronomi- 


_cal obfervations to ber1 figns 2g deg. 45’ 40” 15"”, and confe- 


quently, in fix hours the fun’s apparent motion is 14° 4775 
which being added ta 11° 29° 45’ 40” 15”, makes 12° 0° o° 
27” 15". So that, in a Julian year, the fun over-runs the whole 
eclyptic by 27” 15’; which converted into time (refpecting the 
annual motion) is 11 minutes 3 feconds 39 thirds; and this is 
the excefs of the Julian year above the folar tropical year ; which 
excefs being fubtracted from 365 days 6 hours, leaves remain- 
ing 365 days 5 hours 48 minutes 56 feconds 21 thirds, for the 
length of the folar tropical year. 

In 365 days 6 hours, the equinoGial points in the heavens re- 
cede 50” of a degree; which cauleth the {tars to have an appa- 
rent progreflive motion equal to 50” in that time. And as the 
fun’s motion in 365 days is only 11% 29° 45° 40% 15” from the 
beginning of any fign in the eclyptic, ’tis plain that at the end 
of 365 days the fun will be 14’ 19” 45'” fhort of that point 
from which he fet out at the beginning ; and the ftars will be 
advanced 50” forward, with refpe& to that point. 

Confequently, if the fun’s center be in conjunétion with any 
fiar, on the meridian. ofany given day, that ftar will be 15’ 19” 
45" (= 14' 19” 45” + 50”) eaft of the fun’s center, when the 
fun’s center is on the meridian the 365th day after: and there- 


fore the ftar will not be on the meridian until the fun’s center 
has 
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has pafied the meridian by 15’ 19” 45"” of adegree; which be- 
ing converted into time, is 1 minute o feconds 39 thirds.—— 
That is, from the inftant of the fun’s departing from any ftar, 
till the inftant. of its coming round to the fame ftar again, is 
365 days o hours 1 minute o feconds 3g thirds. 

Now, fince there are 1892 163639 thirds of time in 36540" 1™ 
o* 39°"; and fince the plane of any given meridian will revolve 
juft 366 times from any given ftar to the fame {tar again in the 
above number of thirds of time, divide thefe thirds by 366, and 
the quotient will exprefs the number of thirds contained in one 
fidereal day ; namely, 5169846.00821.; which, by redution, is 
23 hours, 56 minutes, 4 feconds, 6 thirds, o fourths, 29 fifths, 33 
fixths, 21 fevenths, 36 eighths; which being fubtraéted from 24 
mean folar hours, leaves remaining 3 minutes, 55 feconds, 53 
thirds, 59 fourths, 30 fifths, 26 fixths, 38 fevenths, 24 eighths, for 
the difference between the fidereal and folar day: which quan- 
tity of difference, though we will not fay itis true to a mathe- 
matical precifion, yet we may affert it to be true within the 
279936000cccoth past of a fecond. 

Mr. Kennedy fays (page 125), that it would be to little pur. 
pofe to frame aftronomical tables without firft filling up fome 
rectilineal {chemes with what he calls adequate numbers, for 
finding the precife length of the fidereal day, and confequently 
the difference between it and the folar.—In thefe fchemes he 
fir{t puts down what he calls Kiell’s numbers, and then what he 
calls mine; but I difown them altogether, having never had 
any fuch numbers as allow of no progreffive motion of the 
earth in the fhort interval between the completion of the fidereal 
and folar day.—He treats Dr, Kiell no better; fince, for both the 
Doétor and me, he has put a cypher over that part of his fcheme 
which reprefents the fmall portion of the earth’s annual orbit, 
through which it moves during the faid interval, 

He then difpofes of his own numbers, fo as to ‘make the fide- 
real day to confift of 23 hours 56 minutes precifely ; and the 
difference between it and the folar day to be juft 4 minutes, 
which, he fays, ‘ conftitute the true aftronomical difference, as 
we fhall prove, between the fidereal and the folar day.” 

But by means of his retilineal fcheme and proof, he falls into 
an error of no lefs than 20 minutes of time every year, with re- 
gard to the returns of the fun and ftars to the meridian ; which 
amounts to no lefs than 24 hours every 72 years.—It being ma- 
nifeft, that if any given meridian, revolving from the fun’s cen- 
ter, in conjunétion with a fixed ftar at noon, fhould revolve to 
the fame ftar again 4 minutes fooner than to the fun’s center ; 
it would, at the end of 365 folar days, revolve to the fame ftar 20 


minutes fooner than to the center of the fun, fuppofing the ftars 
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to haveno apparent pregreffive motion eaftward, which they could 
not have, if the equinodial points had no regrefive motion.—~ 
And fo Mr. Kennedy afferts it to be; for his words are exprefly 
(page 132) ‘ And on the 365th day, the meridian will come to 
the ftar zo minutes before noon, if the fun and ftar were in 
conjun@ion at noon 365 days before, and fuppofiag no appa- 
rent progreflive motion of the ftars eaftward.’ At this rate, 
on the noon of the 365th day, the ftar would be 5 degrees weft 
of the fun’s center, which is 10 times the length of the fun’s 
diameter. 

But the truth is, and is well known to every obferver of the 
celeftial motions, that if any given ftar be on the meridian with 
the fun’s center at noon, on any given day, the fun’s center 
will be on the meridian on the 365th day afterward, 1 minute, 
© feconds, 39 thirds fooner than the ftar; for, at that time, the 
{tar, inftead of being 5 degrees weft of the fun's center, is fome- 
what more than a quarter of a degree eaftward from it.—A ve- 
yy remarkable error in Mr. Kennedy’s foundation principle ! 

What tha]l we fay then to fuch a manifeft deviation from the 
fruth as 21 minutes of time annually, arifing from this author’s 
{chemes, and ‘ adequate numbers,’ without which, he fays, ‘it 
would be of little purpofe to frame aftronomical tables ;? and 
what conclufions can we expeé& from his tables, if fuch a fcheme 
be their bafis as the meaneft syro in aftronomy can refute? 

In page vii of his introdu@ory difcourfe, he fays, ‘ In my /- 
cond difertatiog 1 examine the aftronomers definitions of a folar 
day ; but thefe, when compared together, feem fo inconfiftent 
and irreconcileable, that J was forced to form my judgment as 
Icould. It muft be acknowledged, that my definition of a fo- 
Jar day (page 124) as it js compounded of one fidereal day and 
part of another, ftands diftinguifhed by this one peculiarity ; J 
have thrown off four feconds of time, which are conitantly an- 
nexed to the quantity of a fidereal day ; and I was induced to 
throw them off, to avoid the perplexities which they occafion in 
computation.’—So that, in order to have a feeming uniformity 
jn nature, which its author never intended, Mr. Kennedy mutt 
throw away 4 feconds from every fidereal day, to avoid per- 
plexing him in framing his aftronomical tables. And it is 
jomewhat particular, if not very much fo, that he tells us (page 
225) that ouraftronomical tables can neither confirm the truth of 
his calculations, nor conviét them of error.—So cheap does he 
hold them.—But it is well that we have fads to appeal to: and 
by thefe, both his tables and ours fhall be tried. 

He has copied a fcheme from my book of aftronomy for ex- 
plaining both the caufe and quantity of the difference between 
the fidereal and folar day. But he has miftaken the nature and 

put: 
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purport of it very much, by calling-in ancegidaforeal /chime, as if: 


the ecliptic had nothing atall to down it: ‘And he fays, con- 
cerning it (page 128) that if his ‘ computations ate not exadly 
true’ (juft as he has ftated them with refpeét to the faid differ- 
ence) ‘then we mutt fay that the following équatoreal® fchéme 
wascontrived and cenltruGed with a view to amufe or deceive 
the learner.*—But if there had been any fallacy or deceit in it, 
that deceit muft have been found out and expofed feveral years 
age; and | now fubmit it tothe examination of proper judges: 
— if they find it to be fallacious; let them explode it. 
Concerning the fame fcheme he fays (page 132), * If the geo- 
metrical conftruGtion of the preceding equatoreal fcheme, and 
the mathematical proportions arifing from it, may be depended 
upon, then the mariner will have the advantage of ian unerring 
celeitial clock to carry round the world with him ; and, feem- 
ingly, nothing more will be wanting to find out the diftance, either 
to the eaftward or weitward of this place of departure, than the 
being able to afcertain the moment of a certain ftar’s culmina- 
tion in the place where he is, with an equatorial exa¢tnefs.’—— 
So that, according to him, if my faid fcheme be true, the longi- 
tude may be found by it ;-a thing, I confefs, I fhould never have 
dreamt of.—But here it may not be unreafonable’to afk, 1. 
How fhall the mariner be able to find the exaQt moment of a 
ftar’s culmination without having a telefcope truly. fixed in the 
plane of the meridian ; which is a thing altogether impoflible 
to bedone at fea? z2dly, Whether 236 feconds of time (the dif- 
ference between the fidereal and folar day) would bea fufficient 
bafis for the longitude quite round the world; fince it would 
not be above 39} thirds of one fecond of time for a whole de- 
egree’s difference of longitude ?>——And if it was much more, Qu. 
How could it be certainly known without the mariner’s having 
fuch a zerreffrial clock as Mr. Harrifon’s to find it by ? efpecial- 
ly, fince theintervals of time between the fun’s revolving from 
the meridian to the -meridian again, at different times of the 
year, are confiderably different ; although thofe ofthe itarsare 
always the fame.—But this is what Mr. Kennedy will not.allow 
of: for, | 
In page 130 héefays, that ¢ all folardays are equal to onéan- 
other, and to the revolution of the equator, i. e. to.z4 hours, 
or 1440 minutes, never more, and never lefs..—+—In confe- 
quence of this, he fays:(page 208) ‘ that the equations of time 
are unattronomical;’-(if the former be true Jo this mof? certainly is. ) 
¢ And:whenever they are applied they: produce thefe three ef- 
fects; 1. ‘They change the meridian ; for, if ‘they: are added, 
they carry it more to the weftward, if fubtragted, they carry it 
gnore tothe eaftward; aud ‘whether they beadded or fubrrafted, 
: Zz 4 they 
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they fet the conchufion at a greater dittance from the truth than 
it was before. 2. They break the conneétion with the num- 
bers of a true obfervation.’-—Qu. How can be be fure of that, wha 
will not fay that be ever made a celeftial obfervation, nor hath a pro- 
per appartitus for it?) * gdly, they deftroy the quantity of the an- 
nual difference,’ (The annual difference of what ?) ‘ and, together 
with it, of the folar tropical year, which are in their guease im- 
mutable. For thefe reafons, either jointly or feparately taken, 
we would reject them ; and fince equal time and true time are a 
diftin€ion withouta difference, they ought to be rejeGed.’ 

This whole paragraph is fo big with abfurdities, that Iam 

really forry it fhould ever have been printed, fince it muit now 
appear againft its author, whom | efteem as an ingenious man, 
a fearcher for truth, and a fincere Chriftian. 
- Surely he will never fay that the clocks in the Royal Obfer- 
vatory at Greenwich are not truly regulated, fince they are al- 
ways carefully adjuited by the equable times in which the ftars re~ 
volve from the meridian to the meridian again; and_by means 
of a fine upright hair in the meridian telefcopes at that place, 
the tranfits both of the ftars and the fun’s center over the me- 
ridian may be obferved within a fecond of time. 

And if Mr. Kennedy will go to that place for conviétion, he 
will find, that from the z2d of Deeember to the 27th, every 
folar day is half a minute longer than the one which was next 
before it ; and from the 14th of June to the 26th he will find 
each day 13 feconds longer than the preceding: but from the 
15th of October to the 31ft, he will find the folar days to fhor- 
ten at a variable rate, from 1 fecand to 23. 

If the earth’s annual motion were in the plane of the equator, 
and equable all the year round; then, indeed, the folar days 
would be precifely equal to one another.————But, as the 
earth’s annual motion is in the plane of the ecliptic, and fome 
times faiter and at other-times flower, it can be nothing better 
than an affront to the common fenfe of every perfon who knows 

this, even independent of celeftial obfervations, to talk of all fo- 
Jar days being equal, and all differences or equations of time to 
be unaft ronomical. 

But he fays, that ¢ all folar days are equal to one another, 
and to the revolution of the equator, 1. e, to 24 hours, or 1440 
minutes, never more, and never lefs..——-=This affertian would 
be ttrictly true, if the earth had no annual motion: for then a 
revolution of the equator would bring the plane of any meridi- 
an round from the fun’s center to the fun’s center again. But 
fince the earth moves in its orbit 59° 8" 19" 43” of a degree 
every 24 hours, at a mean rate, it muft in that time turn 59’ 
3" &e. a; a degree more than round jts axis every day, to bring 

any 
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any meridian (cutting the equator ia. any given point) round 
from the fuin’s centerto the fame again ; juft as if the fan moved 
round the earth’s center once a year, and the earth kept turn~ 
ing round its axis in the center of the fun’s orbit. Aad then, 
no one would fay that a complete revolution of the equator 
would bring the meridian quite round from the fun’s center to 
the fun’s center again ; but that it would require as mdeh more 
than a complete turn, as is equivalent to the fun’s progreffive 
motion in 24 hours.—-And it is confeffedly and demonitrably 
the very fame thing in this cafe, whether the annual motion be- 
longs to the earth or'the fun. So that, how many folar daysfos 
ever the year confifts of, the earth muft turn once more than 
that number of times round its axis to produce them. 

A complete turn of the earth on its axis, or (which is the 
fame thing) acomplete revolution of the equator, is performed 
in the time that elapfeth from the inftant of any ftar’s being in 
the meridian, till the meridian revolves to the fame ttar again ; 
fince the whole annual orbit of the earth is but as a phyfical 
point in comparifon of the diftance of the ftars. 

Any perfon who has acommon globe may fatisfy himfelf con- 
cerning the unequal lengths of folar days at different times of 
the year, by taking the following plain and eafy method, . 

Mark every fifth (or every tenth) degree, both of the equator 
and ecliptic with a bit of chalk; beginning either at Aries or 
Libra, where thefe two great circles interfeé&t each other. Then 
turn the globe weftward, flowly round its axis, in direction ofthe 
fun’s apparent diurnal motion, and you will fee, thatallthe marks 
on the ecliptic, from the beginning of Aries tothe beginning of 
Cancer, will come fooner to the meridian than their correfpond- 
ing marks in the equator ; which fhews, that whilft the fun is 
in that quarter of the ecliptic, he will come fooner to the meri- 
dian every day than the hand of a well regulated clock will point 
to XII at noon; the clock conftantly keeping by equatoreal 
(or equal ) time.—Between Cancer and Libra each mark on the 
ecliptic will come later to the meridian than its correfponding 
mark on the equator will: and therefore, whilft the fum is, in 
that quarter of the ecliptic, he will nevercome to the meridian 
till it is paft noon by the clock.—Between Libra and Capricorn 
all the marks on the ecliptic will come fooner to the meridian 
than their correfponding marks on the equator; and confe- 
quently, whilit the fun is in that quarter of the ecliptic; he will 
-be on the meridian every day before it is noon by the clocks.-~ 
And, between Capricorn and Aries, each mark on the ecliptic 
willcome later to the meridian than its-correfponding mark:on 
the equator will do; fo that, whilft the fan is in that quadrant 
of the ecliptic, he. will never come to the meridian till it is pat 
* snoon by the clock, 
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If the edrth’s annual orbit were circular, and its motion there- 

in perfeétly equable, the whole difference of length of folar 
days (generally called the equation of time) would arife from the 
obliquity. of the: ecliptic to the equator. And this difference 
would vanifh four times every year; namely, at the two equi- 
noxes.and two folitices. 
-» But the earth’s annual motion is in an elliptical orbit,in one 
of whofe focufles the fun is almoft in a ftate of reft; and con- 
fequently the earth is attraéted by the fun with different degrees 
of force, at different times of the year; which caufeth its an- 
nualmotion to be unequal: and as it is neareft to the fun on 
the 30th of December; and fartheit from*him on the 3oth of 
June, its motion is fwifteft of all in the former cafe, and floweft 
of all in the latter—And that it is reaily fo, is plain to every 
celeftial obferver ; becaufe he fees, that thofe points of the 
heaven which come to the meridian at midnight, during the 
winter, are further from one another than thofe which come to 
the meridian at midnight during the fummer: the greateit 
differences being about the end of December, and the fimalleft 
about the end of June.—And that point of the ecliptic which 
comes to the meridian at midnight, is oppofite to the fun’s place 
at that inftant of time. 

Now, as both the: fun’s apparent motion in the ecliptic, and 
the earth’s motion on its axis, are from weft to eaft ; it is mani+ 
feft, that the fafter the fun appears to move, the longer will be 
the time in which the planeof any given meridian revolves from 
the fan’s center to the fame again, (the earth’s motion on its 
axis being always perfectly equable) and the flower the fun ap- 
pears to move, the fooner will the meridian come round to him. 
And hence arifes another caufe of the different lengths of 24 
hours as meafured by the fun, at different times of the year, 
which being compounded with the former, caufe, arifing from 
the obliquity of the ecliptic to the equator, occafions all thefe 
inequalities found in our common. equation-tables, which Mr, 
Kennedy has thought fit to. call unaftronomical, and, accord- 
ing to his opinion, ought to be rejected. 

He afferts, that the precife length of the folar tropical year 1s 
365 days 5 hours: 49 minutes, mathematically fo, and that.it 
was never the fmalleft particle of time longer or fhorter™ fince 
the creation.——He.finds this meafure by dividing the time 
between the firft autumnal equinox (which he gathers from the » 
writings of Mofes) and the fun’s entrance into the fame equi- 
noétial point (as lately obferved by Dr. Bradley at Greenwich), 
by.the number of years elapfed from the creation to the time of 
Dr. Bradley’s obfervations. But here we muft take notice, 


that he poftulates fuch of thefe obfervations for true, as agree with 
fuch * 
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“sch a length; and rejeéts all thofe which donot, as: if. they 
avere not * to be underftood in a literal fenfe ;’ ;? fee page. 118. 

I think it will be no difficult tafk to prove, that fuch mathe-~ 
matically equal lengths as Mr. Kennedy {peaks of, are impoffi- 
ble from the very laws of nature. He muft-firlt deny that 
a ftone thrown perpendicularly upward from any fide ofthe 
earth, will fall back toward the earth’s-center again, before he 
can deny the power of attraction. And whilft that power fub- 
fifts, it will have its whole effeét. 

The moon is within the fphere of the earth’s attraction, others 
wife fhe could not move round the earth. And, as the earth at- 
traéts the moon, fo the moon attracts the earth, asds evident 
from her raifing the tides. If the fun did not attra& the pla- 
nets, they would all fly out of their orbits; and as the fun 
attracts the planets, fo the planets re-attra&t the fun, and. keep 
him from flying out of the fmall orbit which he defcribes round 
the common center of gravity of the whole folar fyitem. 

As the planets attract rhe fun, fo they muft, according to the 
univerfal laws of nature, attract each other ; efpecially when 
they are in the fame fide of the heavens, as feen from :the fun. 
-——Of this there is a remarkable inftance. mentioned at the 
beginning of Dr. Halley’s book of aftronomical tables ; name~ 
ly, that Jupiter’s annual period from 1667 to 1689 was found, 
by obfervation, to be 12 minutes longer than either his pre- 
ceding or fucceeding period was. And Saturn’s period between 
the years 1668 and 1698 was fhorter. than his mean revolution 
by almoft a whole week.—In the year 1683, there was'acons 
junction of Jupiter and Saturn in thofe. parts of their orbits 
which are neareft to each other ; and then, doubtlefs (fays the 
Doétor) Saturn would draw Jupiter a little further fromthe fun, 
and Jupiter would bring Saturn a little down toward thefum; by 
which means both their orbits would be fomewhat altered.» | 

Here we have appealed to a fa&, for. which the authority is 
unqueftionable. And as our earth is a planet belonging to the 
fame fyftem that Jupiter and Saturn do, Mr. Kennedy muft - 
prove that it moves by fome law different from that which go- 
verns the reft, before he will be believed that our.tropical years 
are always of the fame invariable length.—In fhort, he muft di 
veit not onlyit, but alfo Venus and Mars of their mutual attrac. 
tions ; or elfe fuppofe the Deity to work a miracle every ‘time 
that thefe three (or even the earth and either of the other-two) 
arein the fame quarter of the heavens, in order to preventa cir- 
cumftance which could not, in the leaft degree, hurt either our 
religious or our civil concerns, 

But fuppofing the other planets not to affect the earth’s pro- 


greffive motion at all; yet, as long as the moon exifts, her. mo- 
tion 
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tion round the earth will produce fuch an effect as will brea’. 

through all Mr. Kennedy’s ifochronal terminations of the folar 
and tropical year.—For, when any body in the fyftem moves 
round any other body in it, both thefe bodies muft move round 
the common center ef gravity between them, which is as much 
nearer to the center of the bigger body than of the leffer, as the 
quantity of matter in the leffer body is lefs than the quantity of 
matter in the. bigger. 

The common center of gravity of the earth and moon isa 
point in the open fpace 6000 miles diftant from the earth’s cen- 
ter, in aright line between it and the moon’s.——And, as the 
moon goes round the earth from change to change every 29! days 
at a mean rate, the earth in that time defcribes a circle of 12000 
miles, round the common center of gravity, between it and the 
moon: and, therefore, as it is this common center of gravity 
that defcribes the annual path which the earth’s center would 
do, if no moon attended it; ’tis plain, that, when the moon is 
in her firft quarter, the earth is 6000 miles forwarder in its or- 
bit, and 6000 miles backwarder when the moon is in her third 
quarter, than it would have been if we had hadnomoon. And 
as this will make fome difference in the earth’s place, as feen 
from the fun, fo it will alfo make fome difference in the fun’s 
place as feen from the earth ; which will never be the very fame 
as it would have been without a moon, except when the moon 
is either new or full: and, confequently, Mr. Kennedy muft 
firft prove that the moon is either new or full at the termination 
of every folar tropical year, before he can offer to prove that the 
folar year is always of the fame length to a mathematical ex- 
aétnefs. 

Neither is this all:—For he muft alfo prove, before he can 
be able to fatisfy mankind of the truth of his affertion, that the 
fun itfelf is not agitated about the common center of gravity of 
the whole folar fyitem ; fince they will eafily believe, that if the 
fun has anyfuch motion, it will be very irregular, on account of 
the ever-varying pofitions of the planets ; and that, therefore, 
its ingreffes into any equinoétial or folftitial point, as feen from 
the earth, will never fucceed one another, at equal intervals of 
time. 

But, as we have not mentioned any law here that is not al- 
lowed ‘to exift, and.each law or power will have its whole effe& ; 
we may venture to affert, that there has never been two folar 
tropical years, within an hundred years at leaft of one another, of 
the fame precife mathematical length fince the creation. 

So that, as thefe fifteen obfervations which Dr. Bradley gave 
to Mr. Kennedy (fee page 127) do exprefs different lengths of 
the folar tropical year; this.is fo far from being a proof of their 
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incorreétnefs, as Mr. Kennedy would fuggeft, or that they are 
not to be underftood in a iteral fenfe (as he expreffeth it) that 
it is at leafta good prefumptive argument for their juftnefs.— 
And, from his well-known ability, accuracy, and condour, join- 
ed with the goodnefs of the inftruments with which the Roya 
Obfervatory at Greenwich is furnished, we may fafely rely on 
the truth of thefe obfervations. 

The publithers of Dr. Halley’s aftronomical tables. mention, 
that Dr. Bradley favoured them with fome lunar tables, con- 
ftructed by the late reverend and accurate Dr, Pound.—And we 
may eafily believe, that if Dr. Bradley had not been very weld 
fatisfied with refpe& to the accuracy of thefe tables, he would 
have fuppreffed them on his friend’s account ; and not have al- 
lowed them to be printed. 

According to thefe tables, the length of a mean lunation is 
297 125 44™ 3” 2” 58” 19” 12".—But Mr. Kennedy afferts, 
that the jeagth of a mean lunation is only 29¢ 125 44™ 1” 45'"3 
and this (like his length of the folar tropical year) he faysis true, 
even to a mathematical precifion ; and that it never was the 
leaft particle of time longer or fhorter-fince the creation. 

Mr. Kennedy’s mean times of new and full moons differ but 
very little from Dr. Pound’s about the prefent times. But if we 
calculate the mean time of full moon in Oétober, in the year 
4007, before the year of our Saviour’s birth, both by Dr. Pound’s 
numbers and Mr. Kennedy’s, we fhall find the time of that fall 
moon to be about 26 hours later by Kennedy’s numbers than 
by Pound’s, on account of their different meafures of the mean 
lunation ; taking the radix to be the mean time of the full 
moon next to the vernal equinox, A. D, 1761.—— And this 
whole quantity of difference Mr. Kennedy charges our lunar ta- 
bles with, as an’error, becaufe they differ fo much from thetime 
of mean full moon next to the autumnal equinox at the crea- 
tion, as he finds it {tated by Mofes, in the Bible. 

I muft confefs, that ever fince | knew any thing of the Bible, 
and of aftronomy, it appeared very furprifing to me, that any 
man fhould attempt to deduce a fcience from it, which it never 
was intended to inftru&t us in: efpecially fuch as mathemati- 
cally true meafures of folar years and lunations, when we find 
that, in giving us the meafures of Solomon’s molten fea (1 Kings, 
vii, z4.) where we are told that it was ten cubits from brim to 
brim (or in diameter), and that a line of thirty cubits did com- 
pafs it round about.——But every common cooper can tell us, 
that this muft have been expreffed in the neareft round num- 
bers, fince he every day has a proof, that thrice the diameter of 
his veffels will never meafure them round, nor could he ever fit 
their heads or bottoms by fach meafures.——«-The Bible was in- 
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tended fot much nobler purpofes than to give us the exaé& quai? 
tities of thofe meafures which we can find without it; fince it 
very minutely teaches us what we fhould believe, and how we 
fhould behave, in order to obtaim and fecure the favour of 
GOD. : 

From the Mofaic writings, Mr. Kennedy infers (page 155. 
and fays that ‘ he fhall fupport the dedudtion by accumulated 
proofs) that, at the creation, the autumnal equinox was coin- 
cident with a full moon.’—And in page 158, ‘ that time com~ 
menced at the autumnal equinox, in coincidence with a fult 
moon, on the fourth day of the firft week at noon.’ See alfo 
page 392 and 393, in the lafi of which he tells us, that the 
Meffiah was born onthe firft day of the feaft of Taberna- 
cles. 

Here Mr. Kennedy’s words feem to affert, in terms as plain 
as can be imagined, that the firft autumnal equinox fell on the 
fourth day of the creation-week, at noon; and that the moon 
was full at the very inftant of the equinox, fince they could 
not otherwife be coincident.—But this affertion in page 158, is 
rendered fomewhat obfcure, by a note at the foot of the page, 
which fays, ‘ the full moon day begins on the third day at 
noon, and ends on the fourth day at noon, with a mathemati- 
cal precifion ; hence it comes to pafs, that the earth’s annuak 
motion is dated from the autumnal equinox, and the extreme 
point of the full moon day.’ 

But, as it is not expreffed in this note, whether the moon was 
full on the firft, or laft point of the day ; and it would be hard 
to find any reafon why the earth’s annual motion fhould com~ 
mence from the noon of the fourth day, becaufe the full moon 
day begins on the third day at noon, and ends on the fourth 
day atnoon; and as we are thrice told, (page 155, 158, 192,)} 
that the original equinox and full moon were coincident; I can- 
not fee how this can be underftood in any other fenfe, than that 
the original equinox, and the original full moon, fell at the inftant 
of noon, on the fourth day of the creation week.—This noor, 
he makes neither to be at the place where Paradife was, nor 
where our Royal Obfervatory now is ; but at a place where no 
obfervatory could be built, namely, in the Great Pacific Ocean. 

But, in page 221, he fays, ‘that the original equinox was 
Otober 25th, at o® o™ o”,’ (that is, precifely at noon) ‘ and 
the original full moon was O&ober 24th, at o" 0" 0”.’———So 
that, here he makes the original full moon to have been juft 24 
hours before the original equinox ; and the fame thing is again 
faid in page 562. [N. B. Jf we compute by Halley’s and Pound’s 
Tables, founded on their own obfervations, and thofe of the mof? antient 
afironomers, sve foall have OGober 23d for the day of full moon, 
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and Ofober 24th for the day of the autumnal equinox (in the year 4007 
before the year of Chrif’s birth, which Mr. Kennedy affigns for the 
year of the creation) ; each one day fooner than bis numbers make it. ° 

How thefe affertions in page 15, 158, and 192, can be re- 
conciled with thofe in page 221 and 562, I confefs I do not 
underftand: and fhall therefore leave that paradox for Mr. 
Kennedy himfelf to folve. 

It is probable, that the earth was created about the time of 
the autumnal equinox.—1. Becaufe it would be abfurd to fup- 
pofe, that God created the fruits of the earth ripe at fuch a 
time of the year as they could never have been fo again, in the 
common courfe of nature. And zdly, Becaufe we. find that’ 
man was created in the fame week with the earth, and the fruits 
were ready for his fuftenance.—But, that the moon fhould have 
been created full, either upon the very equinoétial point, or juft 
at twenty-four hours from it, does not feem fo neceflary. For, 
although God appointed the fun and moon, amongit other ori- 
ginal defignations, for the regulation of feftival days (fee page 
154) it is impoffible that the firft full moon, let it have been 
either on the third or fourth day of the creation week, could be 
pointed out to dam for any fign at all, fince he was not made 
before the fixth day ; whatever might have been the cafe about 
pointing out the next, or any other following one, to him for 
that purpofe, concerning Which Mofes is altogether filent.— 
And therefore, I confefs it does not appear plain to me, that 
the words haju leomoadim, recorded by Mofes to be fpoken by 
the Almighty himfelf, and which Mr. Kennedy interprets, « Let 
the fun and moon be appointed, amongft other original defigna- 
tions, for the regulation of feftival days,’ are any proof that the 
moon was created full, either atthe inftant of the autumnal equi- 
nox, in a meridian taken in the bofom of the Great South Sea, 
or juft twenty-four hours before it : nor that, at the autumnal 
equinox, in the firft year of the reign of our prefent fovereign, 
Georce the third, the, world was juft 5768 years old; although 
Mr. Kennedy tells us, that it was then neither more nor lefs, 


[To be Concluded in our next.) 





Art. Il. Letters detaveen the Honourable Andrew Erfkine and 
James Bofwell, Ef. 1.2mo. Pr. 35. Od. bound. Flexney. 


T requires an uncommon degree of merit to juftify the 
propriety, or indeed prudence, of publifhing this correfpon- 
dence, which is made up of unreferved, and fometimes incorre& 
effufions of friendfhip and intimacy between the two authors: We 
all 
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all know how extremely cautious Mr. Pope was of fuffering his 
literary correfpondence to appear in public. He procured a 
friend privately to fell the books to Curl, and then brought 
Curl before the houfe of peers for retailing them. This way of 
fuffering a voluntary rape, has not, perhaps, been uncommon 


with other great authors. 
That the Honourable Mr. Erfkine and Mr. Bofwell, are men 


of wit and humour, in certain walks of both, cannot be deni- 
ed: but we are afraid fome queftion will be made whether ei- 
ther of them is a genius; though we own, that a happy extra- 
vagance, of which we have feveral inftances in the letters before 
us, always enters. into the compofition of, though it cannot 
conftitute, true genius. As to fun and rhiming, or what our 
two correfpondents, probably, will call poetry, they are the 
cheapeft and moft naufcous drugs of this prefs-farfeited age and 
country. We fhall here exhibit a {pecimen of each of their po~ 


etical talents. 
“ODE upona JEWS HARP. 
¢ Sweet inftrument! which fix'd in yellow teeth, 
So clear fo fprightly and fo gay is found, 
Whether you breathe along the fhore of Leith, 
Or Lowmond’s lofty cliffs thy ftrains refound ; 


Struck by a taper finger’s gentle tip, 
Ah foftly in our ears thy pleafing murmurs flip ! 


Where’er thy lively mufic’s found, 

All are jumping, dancing round: 

Ev’n trufty William lifts a leg, 

And capers like fixteen with Peg ; 

Both old and young confefs thy pow’rful fway, 
They fkip like madmen and they frifk away. 
Rous’d by the magic of the charming air, 


The yawning dogs forego their heavy flumbers ; 
The ladies liften on the narrow ftair, . 
And.Capiain Andrew ftraight forgets his numbers, 
Cats and mice give o’er their batt’ling, 
Pewter plates on fhelves are rattling ; 
But falling down the noile my lady hears, 
Whofe fcolding drowns the trump more tuneful than the 


fpheres.’ 


‘On GLUTTONY. 


« Hail Gluttony! O let me eat 


Immenfely at thy awful board, 
On which to ferve the ftomach meet, 


What artand nature can afford, 
| ry 
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I'l! furious cram, devoid of fear, 

Let but the roaft and boil’d appear ; 

Let me but fee a fmoaking difh, 

I care not whether fowl or fith ; ? = 
Then ruth ye floods of ale adown my throat, 
And in my belly make the viduals float ! 


And yet why trufta greafy.cook ? 
Or give to meat the time of ;play ? 
While ev’ry trout gulps down a hook, 
And poor dumb beafts harfh butchers flay? 
Why feek the dul}, fatice-finelling gloom, 
Of the beef-haunted dining room ; 
Where D——r gives to ev’ry. gueft 
With lib’ral hand whate’er is beft ; 
While you in vain th’infurance muft invoke 
To give fecurity you fhall not. choak ?” 


Inftead of giving any fpecimens from the profe-correfpon- 
dence, we fhall beg leave to teil our readers a ftory, upon the li- 
~teral truth of which they may depend: Old Nobbes, the famous 
puntfter, was walking in Sr. Jamés’s Park, when a gentleman, in 
company with Dr. Garth, coming up to him, Nobbes, faid he, 
how comes your coat to be fo fhort?) Pfhaw, anfwered he, it 
will be long enough before I get another. Garth, Knowing 
that king William loved a pun, notwithftanding all ‘his drytiefs 
and gravity, the firft time he was called to‘his majétty, Sir, Maid 
he, 11 tell your majefty the beft pun yott ever heardi A’ friend 
of mine, t’other day, obferved to Nobbes, that his coat was’ tou 
fhort, and Nobbes replied, that it would bé a long time before tte 
got another. Sir Samuel was confoundéd when he’ faw no rifi- 
bility moving upon the featurés of his majefty, who coldly telling 
him he could not find out the pun, the Doétor feratched his 
head and retired, muttering that e’gad he was fure it was‘ 
very good itory when he heard it. ‘Our reader will eafily make 
the application, when he refleéts on the vaft effe& which the 
leaft alteration of circumftances’has to the prejudice of thofe 
tender and volatile qualities true wit and humour. Hence it is, 
that.a thing at one time may be’ very lively; and at another 
very infipid. 
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Art. III. Propoftions for Improving the Manufafures, Agriculiare, 

* and Commerce of Great Britain. 8vo. Pr. 1s. 64." Sandby? 
T is with great difouft we have waded thro*this dull and-prolix 
performance, two-thirds of which.confift of nothing but a 

repetition of news-paper eflays on common-p!ace topics, here 
You. XV. May, 1763. Aa detailed 
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detailed by our author in a moft lame and fuperficial manner ; 
and rendered ftill more difagreeable by incoherent rhapfody, a 
pompous diction, and incorrect and ungrammatical flile. The 
ingenious eflays of the public-fpirifed doGor Tucker, the dic- 
tionary of Mr. Poftlethwayte, and the works of fome other 
writers on political fubje&s, have likewife been garbled by our 
author; but he has not imitated Virgil in his perufal of the 
works of Ennius, and drawn gold from their dung-heaps ; on 
the contrary, all their gold in his hands turns into mere rub- 
bith. As a fpecimen of the freedom he has ufed in patching 
his performance, not only with borrowed thoughts, but even 
with borrowed expreffions, we fhall prefeut our readers with 
his imitations or rather extra&ts of one or two paflages of a 
judicious pamphlet lately publifthed, entitled, Refieions on the 
domeftic policy proper to be obferved on the conclufion of a peace *, which 
feems to have helped him out greatly in his introductory 
art. 
, The author of the Refleftions fays, pages 2 and 3, * At 
length, however, the mean arts of corruption, which have 
precipitated the nation into’ a moft diftrefsful and dangerous 
fituation, have been nobly difcountenanced by the higheft au- 
thority, and all honeft men have been invited from the throne 
to co-operate with their fovereign in advancing the profperity of 
the nation. Much will depend upon the deliberations of 
this prefent parliament; but the wifhed-fcr reformation may 
alfo in fome meafure be promoted even by perfons in private © 
ftations.” In the Propofitions the fame fentiments are exprefled 
almoft in the fame words. ‘-Happy, thrice happy, will it be 
for us, if the mean arts of corruption and bribery, thofe pelts 
to honour and profperity, which have precipitated this ftate 
into the greateft degree of danger and diftrefs, could be totally 
abolifhed from among us: | truft they will be gradually extir- 
pated from this ftate, efpecially as our fovereign has the honour 
and profperity of his kingdoms at heart, and has fignified his 
intention to reform the public abufes: therefore if our mini- 
fters and parliament will follow the example of theif leader, 
and immortalize their fame, what grandeur, what glory and 
happinefs, may we expect, not only for ourfelves, bur for fu- 
ture generations.—Mueh will depend upon the prefent nego- 
ciating treaties of trade and commerce, to fettle our interefts 
properly with foreign powers, and as well upon the deliberations 
of the parliament : but except perfons in private ftations unite 
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in promoting the with’d-for reformation, I fear there will be 
an impofhibility of carrying it into executidn.’ 

Again, in the former pamphlet we have thefe words. f ‘The 
author of the following refie€tions has endeavoured to de- 
lineate the outlines of fuch a plan of policy as he hopes would 
tend to advance the profperity of Britain; and he will think 
himfelf extremely happy, if any thing here fuggefted can af- 
ford the leaft hint to thofe who make the welfare of this nation 
their care and ftudy.” In the Propofitions this fentence is 
flightly altered to the following effe&. * The author, there- 
fore, in the following fheets, has endeavoured to draw the out- 
lines of a plan which, he humbly conceives, would tend to in- 
creafe the trade and manufattures of this ifland; and he’ will 
think himfelf extremely happy, if the public fhould be of the 
fame opinion, and carry the whole, or &ny part thereof, into 
execution.’ 

Once more, the author of the RefleAions tells us, ** The re- 
public of Genoa formerly carricd on the greateft trade ‘in Eu- 
rope, had flourifhing colonies in Tartary, maintained a mott 
powerful. naval force, and was the center of the greateft wealth 
in the weftern parts of the world ——~But the direftors of ‘the 
monied corporation of the Bank of St. George (who were’ the 

chicf public creditors) boldly becoming their own paymafters, 
by affuming the adminiftration of the revenues of the ftate,; 
influenced and fwayed all public deliberations, and making the 
public intereft give way to the intereft of their funds, feized all 
opportunities of taking advantage of the diftreffes of govern- 
ment, whereby trade quickly began to languith, and the coun- 
try to be difpeopled. In a very fhort time, comimercé entirely 
vanifhed, and the republic being thus deprived of its vital prin- 
ciple, was eafily ftript “of its foreign fettlements, and funk 
in a few years into a torpid and unadtive ftate, in which it has 
ever fince continued.” The author of the Propofitions ‘has ta- 
ken a patch from this in the followiig manner. ‘ Here, per- 
haps, many who are lulled into a ftate of fecurity will ftare 
up and fay, that our military power, and our trade, were 
hever greater, nor individuals never richer, than at prefent. It 
is true: but this was nearly the ftate of the republiciof Genoa 
within a very few years before it was entirely ftript of ait its fo- 
reign fettlements and commerce, and funk into an ina&tive and 
defpicable ftate, in which it has ever fince continued.” : 

A reader, from petufing only the author’s titles of his fee- 
tions and fubdivifions, would be apt to think his bobk con- 
tained a treafury of ufeful knowledge; but alas! the enlarge- 
ment upon each propofed article is fuch futile ftuff, as would 
Gifgrace the pen of a fchocl boy in the-fourth form. . ‘The au- 
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thor, however! unacquainted he may be in practice with maz} 
of the fubjects he treats of, feems, neverthele(s, to make pre- 
tenfions of being a practical farmer; yet hear how triflingly 
abfurd he is on that fubject, and from that fpecimen you may 
judge of the reft. 

‘ The improving our fertile lands by agriculcure, is one of 
the principal objects which our land-holders and farmers fhould 
have in view, efpecially as the produce thereof bears fo good 
a price in foreign markets: no part of this objec fhould be 
more attentively confidered, than the improving the culture of 
our wheat, barley, and oats, as the two former are not only 
univerfally ufed among ourfelves, but fome of our principal 
commodities for foreign markets, and the latter is always fure 
to find a market both at home and abroad. 

‘ It was with the greateft pleafure that I beheld many of 
our fpeculative gentlemen, and principal farmers, fome years 
fince, engaged in this kind of ftudy, and am forry to find 
that fo few advantages have arifen therefrom ; but this [ 
attribute to their having adopted wrong notions, and to their 
having pratifed from a theory, which has been of late years 
moft induftrioufly fpread abroad in this and a neighbouring 
country, and which is in itfelf as contrary to rational practice, 
as it is to the principles of natural philofophy. ‘The new me- 
thod of hufbandry fet on foot by Mr. Tull, propagated by 
Monf. du Hamel, and others, and lately adopted by many of 
our f{peculative country-gentlemen, is very prejudicial to the 
culture of every kind of grain which does not require fome 
degree of banking, as does peas, beans, &c. 3 

‘ Mr. Full has informed us, and Monf. du Hamel has cor- 
roborated his information, that land, which is ploughed and 
drilled in the new way, produces near the fame quantity of 
grain at a crop that the fame land does manured in the old 
way, and fowed at broad-cait; and, by their afferting po- 
fitively this faét, mankind have been led: away from principles 
that are rational, in fearch of thofe which are chimerical. Frony 
all the experiments thar I have feen made to prove this mat- 
ter, i. e. by cultivating one part of a field in the old way, and 
another part in the new way, and allowing the fame kind and 
quantity of manure to each part, (which in my opinion was 
a very fair experiment) the land fown in the old way produ- 
ced from five to twelve bufhels upon an acre more than the 
land which was drilled; and if the feafon proved very dry, the 
difference was much greater, This kind of experiment | have 
feen tried upon moit kinds of foil in all the fouthern parts of 
this kingdom, and, therefore, I muft beg leave to difter from 
Awis ingenious authors in this particular. 
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* The roots of wheat, barley, oats, and flax, are very fmall 
fn proportion to their refpective ftems; and, as they feldom 
sun above three inches deep, and four inches wide, in the earth, 
they cannot fuck the juices of the earth at fo great a diftance 
as nine, twelve, and fometimes fourteen inches, the fpace be- 
tween each drill, and confequently this fpace, having no maf- 
ter grain fown in it, will vegetate fuch feeds and roots of plants 
as happen to lie dormant in the earth, which will fuck the ve- 
getaiing juices thereof in almoft the fame degree as the kinds 
of grain before mentioned.’ 

This Jaft paragraph is a mafter-piece of abfurdity, and 
plainly thews that the writer is totally ignorant of the prin- 
ciples and practice of the theory which he wants to condemn. 
He might, by ocular demonitration, eafily have convinced 
himfelf that the roots of wheat, barley, and oats, extend fome- 
times more than 1.4 inches; and whoever is the leaft ac- 
quainted with the new hufvandry knows, that one of its chief 
objects is to deftroy all weeds between the intervals of the 
rows by repeated horfe-hocing, even in the fummer-months, 
and between the drills by handing-weeding and hand-hoes, 
Whatever difficulty Mr. du Hamel might have in underftanding 
the curious expreflion of maffer grain, we imagine he would 
not hefitate in the leaft to declare the author of fo many ab. 
furdities as are ftrung together in this pamphlet, um maitre fou. 





Art. 1V. Desates of the Houfe of Commons, from the Year 1677 to 
the Year 1694. Cellected by the Hon. Anchitell Grey, £7; 
avho was thirty Years Member for the Town of Derby; Chairman 
0” feveral Committees; and decyphered Coleman’s Letters for the 
Uje of the Houfee In Ten Vols. 8v0. Pr. 21, 125. 64. 
Henry amd Cave. [Continued. ] 


Owards the end of the fixth volume of thefe debates we 

find, that the king, Charles the fecond, refufed to con- 

‘firm the choice which the houfe of commons had made of Sir 
Edward Seymour for their fpeaker, in the third parliament of 
his reign. After a fhort recefs, vol. 7th, they met again, when 
fome fiery members were for their re-chufing Seymour ; but lord 
Roffel, in a fhort moderate fpeech, in which he is feconded by 
Lord Cavendifh, recommends Serjeant Gregory, who is accord- 
ingly elected, and approved of. Scarcely is this affair finifhed, 
when the houfe falls with freth fury upon the affair of the plot, 
and the evidences of Oates, Bedlow, and Tongue, which are re- 
ceived at the bar, with the ftrongeft prepofleffions in their fa- 
vour, aud they themfelves meet with the moft amazing protec- 
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tion and encouragement in all they advance, however improba, 
ble andextravagant, But asthe public is fully pofleffed, from 
the relations of Bifhop Burnet, and many other cotemporary 
writers, of all that paffed i in this dark matter, we fhall be the 
wore {paring of extraétsconcerning it. 

They next fall with great virulence upon the Lord Treafurer 
Danby, for the letterhe wrote to Mr. Montague, embafiador in 
France, by the king’s order, and fome of the warm members en- 
deavour to connect his guilt with that of the plot. During the 
courfe of this profecution, the king fends for the houfe, and 
tells them, ‘ that he had given the lord treafurer his pardon, un- 
der the great feal, before the calling of that parliament, for his 
life and fortunes, and that if there fhould happen to be any de- 
fect therein in point of form, or otherwife, he would give it 
him ten times over, rather than that it fhould not be full 
and fuficient.? This fpeech was like pouring oil upon the 
flame, and committees were appointed to fearch all the public 
offices, whether the earl’s pardon had paffed regularly. After 
taking great pains, it was difcovered that every one of the 
minilters of ftate had oppofed it, for Sir Francis Winnington 
reported ; 

‘ Sir Francis Winnington reports.] We repaired to the chan+ 
¢ellor, according to your command, to enquire into the manner 
of pafling the lord treafurer’s pardon. ‘The committee went 
to the feyeral offices, where pardons always muft pafs. Ar Mr. 
Seer. tary Coventry’s office there was no entry, and Mr. Secretary 
jaid, ** ile knew nothing of the entering any fuch pardon in his 
ofice.” ‘Then the committee went to lord Sunderiand’s of- 
fice, (the other fecretary). Mr. Bridgeman, his fecretary, affured 
us, ** There was no entry of the pardon there.” We then fent 
the chairman of the committee to lord Sunderland, &c. He 
fent us word, *‘ He knew nothing of the pardon till the king ac- 
quainted the parliament with it.” We found no entry, &c. at 
the fignet-office. From thence we went to the lord privy feal’s 
office, where was no entry, &c. and the lord privy feal farther 
Said, ** That if fuch a pardon had come to his office, he would 
very well have confidered it before he would have paffed it.” 
Then we went to the lord chancellor, &c. who faid, “ As to 
the pardon, &c. he neither advifed it, drew it, nor altered one 
word of it—And as to the manner, &c. the treafurer delivered it 
to him, and afked him, ** Whether ania et omnimoda indi@amenta, 
€Fc. impetitus vel non impetitus, did extend to the impeachment ?” 
The date the 1ft of March, &c. The treafurer defired ‘* That . 
it might pafs with all the privacy in the world, becaufe he in- 
tended not to make ufe of it, except falfe witneffes fhould be 


produced againft him at his tryal, and then he would make ae 
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it at an extremity.” He thereupon wrote the treafurer a 

jetter, “* That it was for the fervice of the king, that the pardon 
Should be confidered, and if he would take his advice, he fhould 
Jet the pardon pafs in the regular coygfe, to prevent refuming 
the impeachment againét him.” Then the next day he met 
him, he declared to him the fame advice. The treafurer told 
him, ‘* That the king was refolved to have it done in all pri- 
vacy.” The next day, the king commanded the feal to be 
brought to him, and commanded him to take it out’ of the 
bag. Then the king wrote his name on the top of the parch- 
ment, and the perfon that ufually carries the purfe fet the feal 
to it; and at that very time this was done he looked not upon 
himfelf to have the cuftody of the fal.” And the chancellor 
farther faid, *«* He took upon himfc!f to make no memorial of 
the pardon in his office, and that it was a ftamped pardon by 
cteation.” 
_ A debate followed upon this report, in which the two follow- 
ing {peeches paft, which we give the reader, as they relate toa 
matter that at prefent is very little underftood, though of the 
higheft national importance. 

‘ Serjeant Ellis.] This report is of great concern to do fome- 
thing upon it. Confider whether the chancellor, by the duty 
and truft of his place, ought not to have acquainted the king 
with the exorbitancy of this pardon ; neither fit for the king to 
grant, nor the treafurer to receive, in a clancular and clandef- 
tine manner. I think that you may declare ** that the chancellor 
has not done the duty of his piace to pafs this patent ;” an ille- 
gal patent both in matter and manner! I offer it to your con- 
fideration whether the pardon is not abfolutely void? The king 
is the fountain of juftice and mercy ; he may pardon offenders, 
but fome things the king cannot pardon, though the india- 
ment be in the king’s name ; as that of the repair of a high- 
way, or a bridge, or any nuifance, becaufe all the people are 
concerned in it, and -it is pro bexo publico, &c. and is not this 
matter of the treafurer, &c. as public as a high-way, or a nui- 
fance, or any other thing? This impeachment is at the fuit of 
allthe commons of England ; neither the king nor the attorney 
general are parties to it. It is in the nature of an appeal of 
tape, which the king cannot pardon. And now that all the 
commons of Eagiand are in the nature of appellants, 1 offer it 
to your confideration, and would have the gentlemen of the long 
robe confider, whether this be a good pardon, or valid in law, or 
net. I advife that, notwithftanding this impeachment of the 
houfe of commons, this pardon has walked in the dark-————~ 
Let the treafurer put his cafe to it, whether it be a good pardon 
inlaw, and put it whether he ought not to be imprifoned. I 
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move therefore that you will go on to the lords upon the im. 
peachment, and defire that the treafurer may be imprifoned, 
This is the reafon of all our misfortunes, that the lords do not 
imprifon him, and do ys juttice at the firft.’ 

‘ Mr. Powle.} The entering a caveat by this houfe in the 
feveral offices, &c. againft this pardon of the treafurer, is a di- 
minution of the authority of the houfe ; our obligation muf 
be to the king Not the officers to go to every petty office to 
enter caveats. ‘The very procuring this pardon is criminal, and 
it will make thofe that have been faulty in it criminal. As for 
the pardon, I take it to be a void pardon——By 13 Richard J. 
** All pardons for treafon, murder, rapes of women, &c.” 18 
Henry V1. ** There muft be a warrant from the chancery; and 
a recipe for the date of all pardons ;” otherwife obtained, they 
are void within that ftat. Pardons muft go by regular fteps, 
and all things are to pafs through thofe hands that may be 
accountable for them; otherwife, both the king and the fub- 
je&t may be abufed. Lord Coke, in his Inftitutes, fays, that 
«< If the lordchancellor puts the king’s feal to a grant, without a 
warrantto.a grant, itis treafon. Ifany thing paffes the feal with- 
Outa warrant, it is void. Itis true, that writs, and things of ordi- 
nary courfe, as pardons for killing a perfon /2 defendendo, or by 
chance-medley, may pafs without warrant ; but where there isnot 
a warrant for the great feal, as the ftatute appoints, it is ablo- 
lutely void. ‘The order of the day is, ‘Sto confider of the 
conference with the Lords on Saturday,” where they ac- 
quainted you with their intention about a bill for banifh- 
ment of the treafurer, &c. I fuppofe the meaning of the 
lords is, that you fhould lay afide the impeachment and em- 
brace that bill; but that way is very improper; for [ never 
heard of a conference upon an order for a bill to be drawn up, 
from either of the houfes, The fame power that brings in 
this bill on Saturday may throw it out on Monday, and can 
this convince any reafonable man that we do lord Danby 
juftice ? If Danby can be had to anfwer juftice, then there is no 
need of this bill, nor bill of attainder, Lord Cromwell advifed 
an aét of attainder, and the perfon was never brought to tryal, 
and lord Cromwell was attainted in the fame manner. I hope, 
as that was the firft precedent, &c. fo it will be the laft. If 
men fly from juftice, let an a& of attainder follow them; 
but I am for this lord’s tryal, and I would go on in the 
fame fteps as before. One procefs of law is as much as 





judgment of court. The lords deny juftice to this houle, 


and the whole kingdom, &c. and I would fend a meflage to 
the lords to demand juftice of them, and fend it in writing, 
to defire that this lord may be committed; and when the 


lords will not do it, and refufe to take it inte confideration, if 
great 
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reat men may offend with impunity, I] know not what will 
come ofit. Therefore 1 move as before.’ 

The refult was, an unanimous refolution that juftice upon the 
earl be demanded from the lords, that he be fequeftered from 
parliament, and committed to fafe cuftody. The commons, 
after fome debate, likewife refolved to reprefent the irregularity 
of the faid pardon, in an addrefs to the king. Our readers, proba- 


- bly, know, that, notwithftanding all the addreffes, refoluticns, 


and bills that paffed againit this great man, he efcaped all cen- 
fure, and lived to be ftill greater, and at laft died, in an advanc- 
ed age, duke of Leeds, towards the latter end of queen Anne’s 
reign. 

During this complicated profecution of the plot and the earl 
of Danby, fome matters perfonal to Oates happened, which il- 
luftrates the charaéter of that infamous informer, and likewife 
the tendernefs of the then houfe of commons with regard to 
the prerogative. He had the credit to get Mr. Sackville, the 
fecond fon of the Dorfet family, expelled the houfe and commit. 
ted to the Tower, for fome words that implied a difbelief of the 
plot, and fome other members of great confideration narrowly 
efcaped the like cenfures. Oates, in giving his evidence, met. 
with fuch countenance, that he made ufe of the following ex- 
prefion, ‘ The king holds his crown by the fame title 1 hold my 
liberty.” Thofe words, which at this time would, perhaps, 
pafs unnoticed or applauded, were taken fo much amifs, that 
the members, zealous as they were for liberty, obliged Oates to 
withdraw, and the fpeaker, March zsth, to give him a repri- 
mand, which drew from that intrepid monfter the following 
evidence of his forrow for having offended; viz. ‘I am forryI 
gave offence to the houfe in what I faid, but it was my confci- 
ence, and it was truth, and, though I may not fay it here, I will 
fay it elfewhere, and believe it too.” Thefe words, notwith- 
ftanding their infolence, bore a debate, and Mr, Oates was again 
gently reprimanded. 

We are next entertained with a debate upon difbanding the 
army, which ended ina refolution, ‘ That the continuing of any 
ftanding forces in the nation, other than the militia, is illegal, 
and a great grievance and vexation to the people.’ The houfe 
again has recourfe tothe plot, of which we can communicate lit- 
tle now, but a very witty, but juft, faying of Waller the poet, quot- 
ed by one of the members, ‘ That popery was the king’s mea- 
dow. We muft not plow it up, but we may cut the grafs from 
time totime.’ Conneéted with the plot, was an ingroffed bill from 
the lords againft Papifts, which gave no fatisfation to the houfe ; 
and a vote paffed againft felling Tangier to any foreign power, 


and a bill (which i is not mentioned in the journals of the houfe) 
was 
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was ordered in to annex it to the crown of England. Many 
pages are then fpent upon the fquabbles between the two 
houfes relating to the impeachment of the earl of Danby, wha 
was fent tothe Tower, the importation of Irish cattle, the mi- 
jitia, the navy, and other matters; but fuch appears to have beeg 
the ferment of the houfe, on account of the plot, that no other 
obje& was ferioufly purfued ; only, the court party, April 17th, 
carried it upon a divifion of 1g1 againft 131, that the money 
granted for difbanding the army fhould be paid into his majef- 
ty’s exchequer, and not, as was propofed by the oppofition, in- 
tothe chamber of London. After this, the houfe refumed their 
confideration of the earl of Danby’s impeachment, and of the 
five popith lords imprifoned on account of Oates’s plot, in al} 
which they were artfully counteraéted by the king and the court, 
who ftarted a great number of objections and evaficns as to 
law, as well as to form, in orsler to create delays. The court, 
however, plainly faw, that it was not in their power to parry 
the dreadful blow of a bill for excluding the duke of York from 
the fucceflion to the crown, without fome very artful manage- 
ment. On the 21f of April, therefore, his majefty acquainted 
both houfes, that he had eftablifhed a new privy council, which 
was to confit of thirty members, among whom were the lords 
Roffel and Cavendifh, Sir Henry Capel, and Mr. Powle, and 
other popular Whigs of both houfes, who were fubftituted in 
place of the earl of Danby’s creatures. This great alteration was 
not received with that fatisfaion and applaufe which the court 
party expe&ed. The body of the Whigs fufpected that the 
change was made only todamp their leaders in their great mea- 
fures againft popery, and the fucceffion of the duke of York, 
whom they fought, by all means, to involve in the guilt of the 
popifh plot. This, however, wasa matter of infinite difficulty ; 
and it appears very plain, from the debates before us, that the 
party could fix no guilt upon the duke. As to the point of fuc- 
cefliom, their arguments were chiefly drawn from precedents in 
the Englith hiftory, fuch as the cafes of Henry 1V. Henry VII. 
the parliamentary authority given to Henry VIII. to fettle the 
fucceflion as he pleafed, and the like that had been given to queen 
Elizabeth ; all which aéts were ineffe€tual, becaufe unconftitu- 
tional. Neither, to fay the truth, is the Whig party in this de- 
bate very confiftent with themfelves ; which drew from Mr. Bof- 
cawen an obfervation, that by the king’s lawful fucceffors were 
meant thofe who were appointed fuch by aé of parliament. Up- 
on this the following fpeech fell from the excellent lord Ruffel, 
which we give to our readers as a moft valuable evidence of that 
honeft zea! which foon after rendered him a martyr for the Pro- 


teftant caufe. 
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‘ Lord Roffel.) I think we are but trifling hitherto. What 
the gentleman faid that fpoke lait, comes home to the point, 
Jt is high time to take confideration of this. If we do not 
fomething relating to the fucceflion, we muft refolve, when we 
have a prince of the popifh religion, to be papifts, or burn. 
And J will do neither. We fee now, by what is done under a 
proteftant prince, what will be done under a popifh. This is 
the deciding day betwixt both religions. I am tranfported, I 
confefs, both with fpiritual and temporal concerns. I have ab- 
bey-lands, but I proteft before God and man, I could not be 
more againft popery than] am, hadI none. I defpife fuch a 
ridiculous and nonfenfical religion A pieceof wafer, broken 
betwixt a prieft’s fingers, to be our Saviour! And what becomes 
of it when eaten, and taken down, you know. The king, I 
believe, will do his part in this matter, if we do ours. In the 
laft parliament, I moved fomething of this nature, which was 
not a houfe to do great things ; but I hope this houfe will nei- 
ther be bribed, corrupted, nor cajoled, nor feafted, into the 
giving up the grand concerns of our religion and property. 
Therefore I defire, ‘ That a committee may be appointed ta 
draw up a bill to fecure our religion and properties in cafe of a 
popifh fucceffor.’ | 

The whole of this debateis extremely interefting and inftruc- 
tive. The fpirit of the houfe {till continuing, his majefty, on 
April 30th, in the houfe of lords, made the famous offer for fe- 
curing the national religion, in cafe his brother came to the 
throne, which the reader will find in our printed hiftories, and 
which, in fa&t, amounted to all that fhe Whigs could defire, ex- 
cepting the total exclufion of the duke from the poffeflion. Even 
this condefcenfion had little or no effe& upon the remaining 
heads of the Whigs. ‘They fell again upon lord Danby’s pro- 
fecution. A frefh addrefs, in which lord Ruffel concurred, was 
voted againit the duke of Lauderdale ; and, upon a meflage de- 
livered from the king by the lord Ruffel, concerning fome Je- 
fuits who were under condemnation, Mr. Garroway, and ghe 
other heads of the Whigs more than intimated that the promo- 
tion of the new counfellors had changed their principles. This 
piece of hiftory never could have been made public, had it not 
been for the debates before us. The commons next fell upon 
the penfioners and the difpofa] of the fecret-fervice money ; and, 
which is mentioned in no other compilation or hiftory;are ex- 
tremely out of humour with their fpeaker, (when the ufher of 
the black rod commanded their attendance in the houfe of peers), 
that, without orders from their houfe, he carried up with him 
the money bill for difbanding the army. After this, fucceed 
fquabbles between the two houfes about lord Danby’s trial and 
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pardon, and the trials of the popifh lords; then the penfionerg 
again, in which Mr. Bertie, fecond fon to the earl of Lindfey, 
who had the difpofal of great part of the fecret fervice money, 
refufing to give any fatisfaction, was committed to the cuftody 
of the ferjeant at arms. 

So keen was the houfe now about the matter of the fucceffion, 
that they: met on the 11th of May, though it was a Sunday. 
Various were the arts attempted to divert the main queftion ; 
and even-a madman is introduced into the houfe, who amufes 
the members for fome time with a frantic fpeech. At laft, a 
debate was opened, when Mr. Secretary Coventry made the fol- 
lowing fpeech, which, we believe contains the beft reafons that 
ever were urged againft the exclufion bill. 

«Mr. Secretary Coventry.] How will that word “ fecure” 
be interpreted ? If Birch means ‘‘ out of danger,” I know not 
how the government can be ** fecure” under either a proteftant 
or popifh prince. I think the king’s perfon is to be confidered 
how to be preferved, which is the proper confideration of the 
day, as well as the reft that has been moved, and to fhow the 
papifts, that it is not their intereft to take the king away by 
violence; and what better way to do it than that propofal itt 
the chancellor’s fpeech, That the papifts may be in ten times a 
woife condition by doing it than they were before ? If the ca- 
tholics be under a popifh prince that cannot pardon them, they 
are in a worfe condition than under a prince that can pardon 
them. ‘The propofitions I have heard moved to-day are the moft 
ruinous to law and the property of the fubje@ imaginable. Will 
any man give the duke of ¥ork Jefs law than the worft felons 
have, to banith and difinherit him without fo much as hearing 
him? The precedent will be the greateft inconvenience to our- 
felves in the world. Confider, the king is vigorous, in very 
good heaith, and but a year or two older than the duke; the 
king is not of fuch an age but he may have children, and the 
duke is not fo fettled and grafted into the Romith religion, but 
that he may return to our religion again. Acts of parliament, 
we know, have not kept fucceffion out of the right line, but 
brought in blood and fword. Has our king the prerogative of 
the Conqueror, pretermit his fon Robert, and place the fuccef- 
fion in William Rufus and Hen. I.? Show me one man ex- 
cluded the inheritance of the crown by act of parliament, that 
had right of defcent, but has come inagain. Muft you banith 
a young prince, and a young princefs? He is now abroad, and 
may procure help to contend his title tothe crown, to the end 
of the world ; and no prince that ever came to the crown, by a 
wrong title, but muft maintain it by a ftanding army. , Queen 


Elizabeth went through fo many great things, only becaufe 
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Mary queen of Scots laid fome title to the crown, that nothing 
but her life would fatisfy queen Elizabeth. In Henry VII’s time, 
what terrors did a Perkin Warbeck put him in, and fhook the 
very kingdom! Think, by putting the duke of York by, in the 
fuccefion, what you will intail upon your pofterity! You will 
put him upon defperate and irrecoverable counfels. ‘The king 
has not yet told you what he will grant more than he has de- 
éclared in his fpeech, nor what he will not grant more But 
pray run not upon thefe extremities before you have well con- 
fidered of it.’ 

The ineftimable value of thefe debates appears from their in- 
forming us of many important particulars, that contradi& our 
other hiftories, or fuppiy their filence. It appears from them, 
for example, that the new Whig counfellors were inclined to have 
dropt the abfolute exclufion of the duke of York from the fuc- 
eeflion, and to have agreed to a bill grounded on the kingp’s of- 
fers; but, at laft, the exclufion bill was voted, together with a 
mo{t inhuman refolation for revenging the king’s death, if it 
fhould be violent, upon all the papifts.. The king then, by 
Mr. Powle, demanded a fleet, and money to pay off the fleet he 
had. This increafesa fufpicion of the new counfellors, who, even 
lord Ruffel himfelf, inclined to be for the motion. . Then 
follows a freth debate upon the exclufion-bill, which is read the 
firft time, and Mr. Powle is one who oppofes it. The affair of 
lord Danby and the five popifh lords again recurs; but, in this, 
the new privy counfellors ftick firm to their old-friends. A ve- 
ry invidious profecution is next brought, on account of navy-af- 
fairs, againft Mr. Pepys, fecretary to the duke of York as lord 
high admiral, and fufpected of popery, and Sir Antony Deane, 
who were both of them committed to the cuftody of the ferjeant 
at arms, and then to the Tower. Mr. Fox next being preft by 
the houfe, gives an account of twenty-feven annual penfioners, 
whom he paid out of the privy purfe ; anda moft curious report 
by Sir Francis Wimnington, concerning fecret-fervice money, 
which is erazed in the journals of the commons, is to’be found 
here. The reft of the feffion was fpent in altercations between 
the two houfes; upon which the king fuddenly prorogued the 
parliament, and foon after it was diffolved. 

The next parliament was opened October 21, 1680, and we 
muft refer to the printed hiftories for what pafled during the 
recefs. On the 26th of Odtober the lord Ruffel made the follow- 
mg fpirited fpeech and motion. 

‘ Lord Ruffel ] I have ferioufly confidered the danger we are 
in from popery. ‘Fo make a bong difcourfe of it would be un- 
neceflary, and we ate in great danger too from conniving pro- 
teftants difmiffing of juries, when the matters relating to popery 
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are depending, and countenancing of abhorring petitions. ff 
there be fo much favour and countenance fhewed to Popery by 
men of quality and bufinefs, who make their court to the heir 
prefumptive, being a papift, this parliament muft either deftroy 
popery, or they will deftroy us ; there is no middle way to be 
taken, no mincing the matter. New contrivances of plots, 
and fuborning witneffes !—My humble motion is, ‘ That you 
will confider the danger we are in, and provide fuch effeétual 
means to fecure the government and religion, and quiet the juft 
fears and apprehenfions of the people, and provide againft 4 
popifh fucceffion.” 

The reft of this volume comprehends the violent proceedings 
of the Whig party, in the matter of the plot, which produced 
very different effects from what they expeéted ; becaufe it alie- 
nated the affections of the common people to the houfe of com- 
mons; and the volume concludes with the lord Ruffel carrying 
up the exclufion bill to the lords. 

We cannot look upon the eighth volume of thefe debates, 
though equally curious, to beof equal conftitutional importance 
with the former. The Whigs were fo much foured by the late 
proceedings of the court and the houfe of lords, that they ated 
with more bitternefs againft perfons than became a houfe of 
parliament. We muft refer to our printed hiftories for particu- 
lars. The reader, however, will receive from this volume many 
new lights as to the tranfaQions of that time ; and in fome 
places he will find reafon for altering many ideas he may have 
conceived from other relations. The expulfion of Sir Robert 
Peyton, once a violent anti-courtier, fer his dealings with Gad- 
bury the aftrologer, is an entertaining anecdote. The affair of 
excluding the duke of York was ftill warmly purfued, particu- 
larly by lord Ruffel ; and various are the expedients againft 
popery which are oppofed, concluded, or mifcarry. The pro- 
ceeding againit the lord chief juftice Scroggs, and other delin- 
quents, and upon a habeas corpus brought by Sheridan, on his 
being committed by the houfe, are highly worthy of attention, 
as are all the debates about fettling the fucceffion. The com- 
mons addrefs the king to remove from his prefence and coun- 
fels for ever, Henry Marquis of Worcefter, Henry earl of Cla- 
rendon, Lewis earl of Feverfham, Laurence Hyde, and Edward 
Seymour, efquires. Lord Ruffel moved for the addrefs againft 
Mr. Hyde for no other reafon but becaufé he had been brother- 
in-law to the duke of York, without confidering that, at the 
fame time, he was uncle to the princefs of Orange; a proceed- 
ing fevere, if not unjuft; and, indeed, the whole of it was vio- 
lent. We mutft do fo much juftice to lord Cavendifh, as to fay 


he oppofed it. In the mean while, we are to obferve, that the 
debate 
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debate on this occafion, as in many others, is imperfe&; fome 

akers, particularly lord Caftleton, being omitted, as is like- 
wife the fpeech of Mr. Hyde, who was then at the head of the 
treafury, and which he could not finifh, becaufe he burft into 
tears while he was clearing himfelf, and which he delivered with 
fuch paffion, that he fwore ‘* by God he had no hand in advifing 
the king’s meflage,” which was then the fubject of the houfe’s 
cenfure. Our general hiftories are full of the abrupt manner 
in which this parliament was firft prorogued and then diffolved, 
while the commons were proceeding in their violent refolu- 
tions. 

The next was thé famous Oxford parliament ; the change of 
the place ofits fitting being, perhaps, at this time, neceffary for 
preventing a civil war. ‘This, however, did not at all alter the 
complexion of the commons ; and amongit the firft things they 
did, was to order their votes to be printed under the care of 
the fpeaker; ‘They then proceeded upon the excluften bill, 
which was now altered, by the duke’s being fet afide, and the 
regency vefted im the next fucceffor, which was highly difliked 
by many friends of the exclufion; but, while they were ia the 
tniddle of their debates, they were once more diffolved by his 
majefty. Here the editors, to preferve connedtion, have added 
an hiftorical fummary of the remaining part of king Charles’s 
teign. Mr. Grey not being amember during the reign of king 
James, the parliamentary tranfaétions of that reign are likewife 
fupplied from the journals of the houfe, and hiftory. But part 
of the debates of the pa:liament that met November the oth, 
1685, are compiled by another hand. We were in hopes to 
have been able in this number to have completed our review of 


this work; but find it impoffible, without dotng it injuftice, 


which we have endeavoured to avoid, though we have been as 
toncife as poffidle. 
[To be concluded in our next.] 


in 





Art. V. Smuggling laid open, in all its extenfive and defruGive 
Branches ; with Propofals for the effe@ual Remedy of that mft ini» 
quitous Pratlice: Comprebending, among other Particulars; the 
Parliamentary Evidence of fome of the moft notorious Smugglers; and 
a@ large Sheet, foewing in one View, the whole State of the Tea Im- 
portation, Confumption, and Revenue, from Mid/ummer, 1745, 
(when the Reduction of Two Shillings per Pound took place) to nexo 
Chriflmas, 1763. 820. Pr. 4s. Owen. 


HE editor of this work is Stephen Theodore Janflen, a 
gentleman well known to the commercial world, and-by 
his labours for the benefit of the fair trader. It contains, ‘ Two 
reports 
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reports (never before printed) dated 24 March, 1745, and i? 
June, 1746, made to the Hon. Houfe of Commons, by a com 
mittee appointed to enquire into the caufes of the moit infa- 
mous practice of {muggling, &c.” By the firft report it appears, 
by the evidence of Mr. Janffen and other traders, that reducing 
the excife upon tea had leffened the praétice of fmuggling, with 
regard to that commodity ; and that the fmugglers purchafed 
their goods with wooland money carried to France out of Eng- 
land, the latter to the amount of 200,000 |. a year; and that 
they likewife gave our enemies the French intelligence of all 
public tranfaGions in England. He added, that he believed the 
fmuggling practices in the Ifle of Man defrauded the crown of 
duties to the amount of 106,000 1. or 150,ocol. a year. This, 
by the bye, is a pretty vague conje&ture. Then follow com- 
plaints of the praices of fmugglers from feveral parts of England. 

One Mr. Sclater, a dealer in tea, was next examined, and, by 
his computation, which, we obferve, is not upon oath, four 
millions of pounds of tea were annually confumed in England, 
of which till the reduétion of the excife on that commodity, not 
above 800,000 lb. paid duty. Other dealers gave their evi- 
dences to much the fame purpofe, and moft amazing fcenes of 
fmuggling are laid open ; it being proved, by the evidence of 
two fmugglers before the committee, but with what probabili- 
ty of truth we fhall not venture to fay, that above 20,000 
fmugglers were employed in England. Upon the whole, the 
committee came to feveral refolutions ; the two firft of which 
are againft the high duties, and for making the pardon for fmug- 
glers more extenfive. 

The fecond report is colle&ted from the evidences of the cuf- 
tom-houfe officers and pardoned fmugglers, and is extremely 
full with regard to preventing that infamous practice. It is 
then ‘ Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the propofal of Mr. Robert Bonel, for effectually preventing 
all manner of {muggling, frauds, and abufes in the cuftoms, be 
recommended to the houfe to be printed.” Then follows an 
appendix, No. 1 and 2. containing copies of coaft-cockets, and 
then Mr. Bonell’s propofals to the parliament for effedtually 
preventing all manner of fmuggling, frands, and abufes in the 
cuftoms, and the pernicious praétice of running wool from 
Great Britain and Ireland to parts beyond the feas. After this, 
we meet with genuine and interefting letters, &c. to the right 
honourable the lords of the treafury, and to the honourable the 
commiffioners of the cuftoms, concerning the infamous practice 
of fmuggling and other outrages carried on in the Ifle of Man, 
with a propof:] to remedy the fame. And, to clofe up the rear, 


we have a large fheet, fhewing, at one view, the ftate of the 
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- fea trade, for fome years before the aét paffed for the reduGion 
6f the excife upon that article, which took place at Midfummer, 
1745, with the ftate of the increafed importations and reye- 
nue, from that period to Chriftmas laft, viz. 1762. 

Upon the whole, we cannot help faying with Cicero, Ita cui 
gue eveniat, uti de republica meretur. And we moftfincerely with, 
that if any fervices done to the nation, mentioned in thig 
publication, have paffed without proper acknowledgments, or 
in danger of being forgot, they may be both remembered and 
temunerated in this beneficent reign. 





Ant. VI. The Hiftory of Ireland. By Ferdinando Warner, L.L.Di 
Volume the Firft. ato. Pr. 18s. Tonfon. 


AD this writer ftudied to encreafe the number of thofe wha 
are but too apt to ridicule the Jrifh nation, he could not 
have done it more effectually than by telling us (as in faét he 
does) in his preface, that they employed the author of Warner’s 
Ecclefiaitical, to write their Civil, Hiftory; that they invited him 
fom London to Dublin for that purpofe ; and even paid him 
forhis trouble. This isan inftance of felf-denial that is almoft 
incredible, when we confider the number of gentlemen in fre- 
land, who, without detraéting from the dottor’s merits, are, in 
every refpe€t, greatly his fuperiors in every qualification of 4 
od hiftorian ; particularly that neceflary one of critical know- 
edge, that ought to direé him in the choice of his authorities 
from which he is to draw his facts. 

The doétor, in his preface, lays the foundation of his own repu= 
tation upon the deftruction of that of one of the moft candid hiito- 
tians, as well as able critics, that ever ftudied the antiquities of 
any nation ; we mean Sir Jamies Ware, who, he fays, ‘ hath cut 
off, at a fingle ftroke, fourteen hundred years of the antient 
hiftory, by afferting roundly, contrary to all authentic evidence, 
that whatever was recorded of the times before Chriftianity, 
was nothing elfe but the invention of later ages.’ The lite- 
tary world would have been greatly obliged to the door, had 
he produced a fingle initance of. his authentic evidence, more 
than a bare iffe dixit, and reviving the exploded allegations of 
former hiftorians of Ireland. Five hundred manufcripts may 
be quoted, yet every one of them forged ; and five thoufand 

€&s advanced on the credit of thofe manufcripts, and every one 
of them falfe and frivolous. With regard to the high antiqui- 
ties of Ireland, Mr. Innes, in his Critical Effay upon the anti- 
tient inhabitants in the northern parts of Britain or Scotland, 
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has fo effectually overthrown, and that. upon true critica$ 
grounds, all the high antiquities of Ireland, that they can have 
now no exiftence but in the weakeft brains ; nor does Dr. War- 
ner bring a fingle argument to confute what Innes has faid, 
but the ftale ones which the latter has refuted. We are here 
to obferve, that Sir James Ware was author of three books on 
this fubject, viz. De Antiquitatibus Hybernie ; De Epifcopis Hyber- 
nie, and De Scriptoribus Hybernie. ‘This learned knight was in- 
defatigable in collecting manufcripts relating to the Irith hifto- 
ry ; and his collefion, which was a very valuable and expen- 
five one, came afterwards into the poffeflion of the earl of Cla- 
rendon, and then of the late duke of Chandos. The olde and 
moft authentic of thofe manuferipts is the annals of Ulfter, which 
reach no higher than the year 444, about the time St. Patric 
came into Ireland, and came down to the year 1041. The an- 
nals of Tigernach, though, according to Sir James Ware, they 
are defeétive in the beginning, treat only of Irifh affairs from 
about the year 430 to 1088: and the annals of the abbey of 
Innisfall, which were in the fame collection, begin their Itifh 
hiftory at 430, and continue it down to 1215. All the matter 
preceding thofe periods, as was the manner with the monkifh 
hiftorians of all nations in thofe days, relate to general hiftory. 
In fhort, till Dr. Warner, or fome gentleman of learning, hall 
take up the gauntlet that Mr. Innes has thrown down, and 
prove, on the principles of true criticifm, that the Irifh have any 
hiftories either more authentic or more antient than the above, 
and fubmit thofe hiftories (which never has been done) to the 
examination of the public, we muft be of opinion, that all the 
hittory of Ireland preceding the time of St. Patric, is merely 
the fition of after-ages; and for this very ftubborn reafon, 
becaufe, before his time, the Irifh knew nct the ufe of letters. 
At the fame time, we are fenfible, that traditionary accounts, 
efpecially thofe of the antient bards and fenachies, go far to- 
wards preferving the memory of extraordinary men and events, 
in a country; but to advance them as precife, hiftorical, evidences 
is ridiculous. 

Our author is eminently poffeffed of one failing, which af- 
fects the greateft part of this volume, and that is his taking 
many things for granted that ought to have been proved ; fuch 
as * the ignorance of Sir JamesWare in the Irifh language, which. 
occafioned his being mifled himfelf, and confequenily his mif- 
leading others.” 

Archbithop Usher himfelf meets with but little better quarter. 
‘Yhe public would likewife have been greatly obliged to the 
cogtor, had he given us a fingle authority for any fingle reafon. 


he.advances concerning the reality of the antient Irith “eo 
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« After what,’ fays he, ¢ has been faid of the deftruction of 
the antient hiftories and records by the Danes and Englifh, 


the reader will certainly be ready to afk, upon what authority’ 


then it is that any antient hiftory, prior to thefé’ invafions, hath 
been founded and given. As puzzling 4 queftion as this may 


be thought, it is eafily to be anfwered, and anfwered with’ 


truth. The recotds of all public tranfa@tions, from the be- 
ginning of the Milefian monarchy, had been carefully handed 
down by tradition, and in the fonnets of their bards: thefe 
were afterwards made fo much the concern of the ftate in Ire- 
Jand, when their parliament was eftablifhed, dnd fo many co- 
pies were tranfcribed and preferved in their public regiftries, 
that fuch a great number of hiftorical monuments were not 
again to be found perhaps in any other nation. ‘The care of 
Kiftory was one of the firft cares of the government ; and from 
the larger works in the archives, now lolt, and loft for ever, 
portable extraéts were made, which were fhort, and therefore 
eafily copied and circulated, as well as cafily preferyed through 
all revolutions.’ 

Pray, good doétor, upon what grounds would you have us bes 
lieve all this ftuff ? 

The do@or, in the courfe of this work, has taken many other 
thatters for granted that require proof. Dempfter, who was a 
very learned man, and Mackenzie, the biographer of the Scotch 
Writers, will not allow to the doétor, that either Sedulius the 
poet, or Adamannus the hiftorian, or Columb the famous ab- 
bot, or bifhop Aidan, or any of the writers of that age were 
Irifhmen ; and their arguments for thinking they were not, are, 
we apprehend, far ftronger than thofe brought that they were. 
But thofe are not the only matters that pafs unqueftioned with 
the doétor. He has all along t taken it for granted (and indeed 
he has in this been partly direfted by Innes) that Scotland was 
peopled from Ireland. We know not how a ftzunch Scotfinan 
Will relith the following paragraph. 

‘But there is a further circumitance to recommend this an- 
tient hittory to our attention ; which is the great light it throws 
dn the primeval accounts of Scotland, that hath given us kings 
for an hundred and fifty years paft, and is now united and in 
fubjeQion to the crown of England. Were it not for the anci- 
ent records preferved in Ireland, the whole firlt period of the 
Scottith hiftory would be a blank 3 or quite enveloped in ig- 
Norance and barbarifm. peerage él the Scotch hiftoritns, for 
want of being acquainted with the language and writings of 
their mother country, have many of them given a fabulous, 
and the beft of them a very imperfect and obfcure account of 
their otigin and antiquity. Should this volume therefore af- 
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ford the reader no other inftrudtion, it will thew him that Ire. 
land was the parent country of the Scotch ; it will trace out 
the royal line of the fovereigns of Great Britain in its defcent 
from the Irifh monarchs; it will give him an idea of the real 
origin, language, learning, and firft conftitution of government 
of thofe northern people; it will fet the honour and power of 
their antient nobility in their proper light; and, in fhort, it will 
refcue their remote antiquities from that obfcurity and oblivion 
in which fome of their own writers have involved them. As 
to thofe who are afluming or weak enough to infift on the hif- 
torical truth of a poetical romance, lately picked up in frag- 
ments no body knows where, nor how preferved and handed 
down, in oppofition to the whole tenour of the beft hiftories of 
their own country, as well as thofe of Ireland, they merit no 
confutation. Upon the whole, need any thing further to be 
fuggefted, in order to convince the reader, that this ancient part 
of the Irith hiftory, is edifying to Britons, and a proper object 
of their attention ? I think verily there doés not.’ 

As an inftance of our impartiality, we muft do the doétor the 
juftice to obferve, that he has manifeftly the advantage of Innes 
in the following quotation. 

« I fhall not however conceal from the reader, that Mr. Innes 
has fpent about thirty pages, to fhew that the Irifh had not the 
ufe of letters before S. Patrick, and that their proper names to 
exprefs letters, a book, to read, write, &c. are all derived from 
the Latin. But if the. Irifh is the Celtic language, as feems to 
be inconteftably proved above, which the firft inhabitants 
might bring with them from Britain or Spain, then this writer 
himfelf hath furnifhed us with an anfwer to all this laboured 
criticifm in two or three lines, by faying, ‘* that the name of 
Bard is originally Celtic, from whence the Greeks and Latins 
had it.” Nay he owns in the fame page, that the Irith is origi- 
nally a diale&t of the Celtic. Inftead, therefore, of the Irith 
borrowing their words from the Latin as abovementioned, why 
may not the Latins have taken thefe from the Celtic, as well as 
that of Bard ?? 

The meagre catalogue of authorities given by the doétor, and 
from which he compiled his hiftory, is fwelled by a MS. which 
he terms ‘A MS. of the hiftory of Jreland, written in Englifh by 
one of the old natives, in Ais poffeffion.? Such a pamphlet 

may be in his poffeffion, but he has given us no particular ac- 
count of its authenticity, nor the fmalleft reafon why we fhould 
believe it to deferve greater credit than the hiftories and manu- 
fcripts that are confeffedly fpurious. Had the doétor wrote bis 
hiftory in an age as uninformed as that wherein Jeffery of 


Monmouth compofed his, or wherein He€tor Boece, the Scotch 
3 hiftorian, 
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hiftorian, could palm his Veremundus and Cambellus upon the 
world as genuine authorities, this might have paffed ; but‘to 
cram an unauthenticated MS. down the throats of the public as 
true, or even probable, hiftory, in this enlightened age, is beyond 
literary fafferance, or critical forbearence. 

The doétor’s introduétion, in which he gives us an account of 
the former and prefent political, geographical, natural, meteo- 
rological, mineral, and commercial ftate of Ireland is, by far, 
the moft tolerable part of his performance, and, to fay the truth, 
is worth the whole of it ; excepting in thofe paffages where he 
fquints at critical or hiftorical matters. But for this we can ea- 
fily account, as his employers, the gentlemen of the Dublin fo- 
ciety, were undoubtedly extremely well qualified for equipping 
him with materials for this part of his undertaking. 

We now proceed to the body of the hiftory itfelf. ‘ The in- 
habitants of this country,’ fays the doctor, ‘ fhould be confidered 
in their hiftory under four different ages. The firft age, which 
may be called the Fabulous, comprehends a fpace of about four 
hundred years, from the earlieft accounts of time, to the coming 
in of the Milefians from Spain ; through the feveral colonies of 
Parthalanians, Nemedians, Belgians, and Danonians. The fe- 
cond period, which may be called the Obfcure, begins with the 
Spanifh invafion, and extends through a courfe of thirteen hun- 
dred years, to the arrival of S, Patrick, who converted the 
iland. ‘The third, or middle age, which may be called the 
Enlightened, begins with the planting of the go/>ef by that mif- 
fionary, and extends to the conqueft by the inglith; which 
contains a fpace of feven hundred and forty years. The latter 
age, which may be called the Hiftorical, may be computed from 
the reign of Henry the fecond, ’till its final fettlement at the 
revolution by king William. In order to obviate all confufion 
that may arife, I fhall carry on the hiftory according to this di- 
Vifion; and it fhall be my bufinefs all along, as it fhould be of 
the writers of all ancient hiftory whatever—and indeed it is all 
that I can do at this diftant period to clear away the truth 
ftom the great rubbith of fi€tion, and to polith it from the ruft 
which it has acquired by time and ignorance.’ 

It had, perhaps, been a favourable circumltance for the doc- 
tor’s judgment, and much more for the patience of the readers 
of the work, had he entirely omitted the firlt two periods. For 
one of them, he has not the fhadow of an authority, and the fe- 
cond is filled with fuch inconfiftencies, romantic, ideal, im- 
probable, and impoffible narratives, as mutt deffroy all cre- 
dibility, were any due to it, till within fifty years of the conqueft 
of Ireland by the Englifh. With regard to the fabulous period, 
the do@or makes fome apology for it, upon the ftrength of 
Wither, Lhuyd, and even Innes, having allowed that there was 
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fn thofe days fome kind of government, without doubt, in Irg- 
dand. No man ever doubted that, who has read the French ang 
Englith accounts of the Efquimaux, Hurons, Iroquois, and othes 
favages of North America, who are not deftitute of civil go. 
vernment under their kings, fachems, and elders. But who in 
the name of common fenfe would, from that circumftance be- 
ing allowed, fit down to write a conneéted hiftory of thofe fa, 
vages two thoufand years before the time they were difcovered 
by the Europeans? It is true, we are told, that the Peruvians 
and the Mexicans had hiftories before they had letters; but 
the authors who acquaint us with that particular, account ex- 
tremely well for the methods by which they fupplied the ufe of 
letters, and appeal to well-known faéts; though we cannot 
think that they are always conclufive in favour of their remote 
hiftovies, above eighty or an hundred years before the difcovery 
of America. But we are to refle&t, that both the Peruvians and 
the Mexicans were, at that time, a polifhed people compared to 
the Irifh even when they were invaded by the Englifh; when all 
their country could not produce a fingle ftone-building, but 
thofe erected on their fea-coafts by Danith or Saxon pirates. 

Nothing can evince the door’s abilities better than his be- 
ginning his hiftory with a particular account of Partholan, the 
fixth in defcent from the fecond fon of Magog, fettling in Ire- 
land, with three of his fons, fervants, oxen, and a favourite grey- 
hound; and that he cleared a great part of the country that 
had been over-run with woods and thickets: ‘It is reported,’ 
fays the dogtor, ‘ in the chronicles of that time, that he found no 
more than three lakes and nine rivers in the ifland at his arri- 
val; but that, before his death, which was thirty years after, 
feven lakes more broke out, the names of which are recorded.’ 
The reader, undoubtedly, mutt be pleafed to have the dodor’s 
apology for this curious anecdote. =~ 

‘ Though loughs and rivers are as old as the fea and land, 
and we fee no new ones break out in our days, yet thofe great 
Jakes above-mentioned are fo far from being like fo many mill- 
tones to fink the credit of the hiftory, in the opinion of bifhop 
Hutchinfon, ‘* that they are ftrong proofs, he fays, not only 
that they who recorded them were led by the reality of the 
faéts, but that they were wife men who wrote them for the in- 
ftruction of pofterity, that they might know which way nature 
moved. ‘The moft eminent geographers tell us of more and 
greater new lakes than thefe, which have covered the low 
grounds in many other countries;” of which he gives feveral 
inftances. Was the other part of the ftory probable, there 
would be no great difficulty in conceiving greater changes than 
thofe which the fea has made fince the flood,’ d 
weet | seit Amongit 








YIM 


Warner’s Hiffory of Treland. | 367 


Amongft many other equally curious anecdotes of thefe al. 
moft antediluvian times, which the doétor treats with as much 
eafe and familiarity of narrative, as if they had happened at the 
laft fiege of Londonderry, he has, we believe, unknown to him- 
felf, given us a moft curious account of the origin of vampires, 
which, about two-and-thirty years ago, made fuch a noife in 
Europe. * They tell us,’ fays he, « that the Nemedians (who, 
by the bye, were Irifhmen) who went with Jobath into Beotia, 
or Achaia, when they were driven out of Ireland by the Afri- 
cans, as it hath been mentioned, fettled near the city of Thebes; 
that here they learned the art of necromancy and enchantment, 
and had acquired fuch a magical power of working miracles, as 
to infufe frefh life and vigour into the bodies of thofe who were 
flainin battle; that having affifted the Athenians their neigh- 
bours in this manner in the wars they had with the Affyrians, 
the latter, by the advice of a Druid, defeated their fkill by a 
counter-charm, of driving a ftake of quick-beam through the 
dead bodies of theirenemy.’? Who, after this pregnant teftimo- 
ny, will ever dare to difpute the truth of vampirifm ? 

But, as the frogs faid to the boys, though thofe quotations 
may be fport to fome readers, they may be death to others of 
lefs rifible conftitutions. We fhall therefore conclude them by 
obferving, that thofe abfurdities are, if poflible, exceeded in 
every page of this wonderful hiftory through above the firft 
173 pages of it, when he comes to treat of St. Patric, and 
begins to receive fome little countenance from archbifhop 
Uther, and fome other authorities. We fhould, however, be 


glad, if we could give a better character of the civil part of this 


hiftory, till he comes within a few pages of the end of this vo- 
lume, which introduce the conqueft of Ireland by the Englith. 
All that the doétor can fay, by way of apology for that mafs of 
marvels he has given us, is, erravi cum patribus; if Lan. wrong, 
Keating, Lynch, O'Flaherty, Raymond, Rapin, and my MSs. 
are fo likewife. To do the dottor juftice, however, his narra- 
tives and apologies are fometimes not deftitute cf plaufibility, 
though they always are of hiftorical precifion ; and his {tile and 
manner are fuch, as muft delight thofe readers who are fond of 
that fpecies of writing which we may call hiftorical romance, or 
rather, fpeétral hiftory: for we muft again repeat it, that many 
of the doctor’s fpectres are the refemblances of beings who were 
once certainly cloathed with flefh and blood; and a man of‘eru- 
dition and genius may very poffibly fill, from the names of 
places, the traditions of the natives, and the faint remains of an- 
tiquity, compofe a very curious differtation upon the reality of 
fuch exiftences, tho’ fuch a work would feed, rather, the ixch, 
than the purpofes, of knowledge. 

Bhs Art. 








{ 353 } 





Arr. VII. The Works of the Rev. Thomas Jones, 4. M. late Chas 
plain of St. Saviour, Southwark. To awhich is prefixed, A fhori 
Account of bis Life, in a Recommendatory Preface, by the Rew, 
William Romaine, M. 4. Le@urer of St. Dunftan’s in the 
Welt, 80. Pr. 4s. Dilly. 


O criticize the ftile of thefe difcourfes would be fuperflu- 

ous, as the author, in his preface, declares, that it was 

not his intention to entertain his readers with elegance of ftile or 

dignity of fentiment, and that he did not write to the polite 

icholar and the man of learning, but had the edification of the 
humble Chriftian folely in view. 

His deficiency in point of language he excufes by informing 
us, that he never began to compofe his fermons til] Saturday in 
the afternoon, and fometimes not till late in the evening. Whe- 
ther this apology will be admitted by the public in general, we 
fhall not take upon us to determine : the nature of the fubje&s 
treated of by this author may induce many to fhew indulgence 
to his manner, and refcue him from that cenfure which a writer 
in any branch of literature or prophane knowledge would not 
fail to incur. 

As thefe fermons are preceded by a recommendatory preface 
wrote by Mr. Romaine, it is almoit needlefs to inform the rea- 
der, that they are ftrongly tintured with Methodifm ; though 
the author feems to have kept clear of the exceffes with which 
many of that perfuafion are chargeable. He may, indeed, be 
called, not improperly, a moderate Methodift; and though his 
works will doubtlefs prove moft acceptable to thofe of his own 
fect, the perufal of them may be attended with advantage to 
every Chriftian. 

The fist eight difcourfes contain an expofition of the Church- 
catechifin, in giving which the author firlt explains the parti- 
culars, and then makes a praétical application of them to his 
auditors. In fermon firft, he explains the nature of our re- 
demption by Chrift; and in fodoing he obferves, that we were all 
by nature the children of wrath, and that it isintirely owing to the 
riches of God’s free grace and mercy, that he has made us any 
promifes at all. This doftine is, indeed, agreeable to fcripture, 
but it is accompanied by a fevere cenfure paffed upon certain 
moralifts, who look upon man as perfect and entire, wantin 
nathing, and capable of obtaining happinefs by following the 
diétates of his own reafon. Who are here glanced at we are at 
a lofs to determine, as we know of no moralifts but the ftoics 
ef astiquity, who maintain fuch a pofition; we are very pofi- 
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dve it is not to be met with in the writings of any Chriftian 
moralift whatever. In fermon the 2d, which turns upon repen= 
tance, Mr. Jones obferves, that very few renounce the devil al- 
together ; but at the fame time adds, in a manner that we can- 
pot help confidering as too fatirical for the dignity of the pulpit, 
that there is one way of renouncing the devil, which has been 
adopted by many polite people, namely, that of denying his 
exittence. One chief article in the man of fafhion’s creed, fays 
he, is tobelieve that there is no devil, no eternal torments. Had 
a layman made ufe of fo loofe an expreffion as that of the man 
of fafhion’s creed, Mr. Jones would very probably have cenfured 
him for prophanenefs. In page 64th of the fame fermon, we 
meet with a very proper diftinftion between faith and belief, 
We entirely agree with the author, that faith does not mean a 
mere {peculative opinion or perfuafion only, and that a man 
may believe every article of the Apoftles Creed, and yet be very 
far from the kingdom of God; fince ’tis with the heart that 
man believeth unto righteoufne/s. In fermon the 3d, Mr. Jones 
reconciles a feeming contfadi&tion between St. Paul and St. 
James, the former of thefe apoftles having afferted, that man is 
faved by faith alone, and not by the works of the law ; and the 
latter having declared, that by works a man is juttified, and not 
by faith only. This difficulty Mr. Jones removes by thewing 
that St. Paul fpoke only of the works of the law, and that what 
he fays is to be confidered as an argumentum ad hominem, ad- 
drefled to perfons who were defirous of returning back to the 
Mofaic law ; whereas the works {poken of by St. James are 
works o¢ piety and holinefs. ‘Thefe latter our author maintains 
to be abfolutely neceffary ; and adds, that faith is an operative 
principle, and, when fincere, never fails to produce good works. 
Thus does he wipe off the afperfion by many calt upon the 
whole body of Methodifts ; namely, of afferting that an Antino- 
mian faith, or bare belief in the articles of the Chriftian religion, 
is all that is neceflary to falvation, 

In fermon the 4th, our author treats of Chriftian obedience 
as contained in the ten commandments of God. Under this 
head he paffes a juft cenfure upon the Papifis, as guilty of a 
breach of the firft article of the decalogue, in depriving God of 
his glory, by praying to faints and angels; to which he might 
have added, that the church of Rome carries its devotion for the 
Virgin Mary much higher than its devotion for Jefus Chrift him- 
felf; nothing being more frequent, than for their preachers, at 
the opening of a difcourfe, to make an invocation to the Virgin 
Mary to influence the hearts of their auditors: fuch an addrefs 
¢annot fure, with any propriety, be made to any other than the 
Supreme Being himfelf, We can by ng means agree with Mr, 
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Jones, that the fifth commandment, ‘ Honour thy father and thy 
mother,’ includes fubmiffion to all authority whatever ; piety to 
parents is, in our opinion, the only duty inculcated by this pre- 
cept. 

His explanation of the fixth commandment appears alfo to be 
fomewhat overftrained, when he reprefents the perfuading a 
neighbour to intemperance as a violation of it. In page g4th 
of the fame difcourfe, our author ingenuoufly owns, that he had 
broken every article of the decalogue; and this he might eafily 
have done, were we to admit his own explanation in all its lati- 
tude. 

The fubject ef fermon the 5th is prayer, which is very pro- 
perly defined by Mr. Jones, as an actof the mind, whereby the 
creature converfes with its Creator. Under the fame head the 
author juftly obferves, that, if we do not pray from our hearts, 
we cannot be faid to pray at all. *‘ Words, continues he, are only 
figns, and can produce no effe&t when they do not fpeak the 
language of the heart; and, as that is no prayer which confifts 
only in a form of words, not fuggefted by the heart; fo that 
may truly and properly be called a prayer, which, tho’ not al- 
ways utteredin articulate founds, yet proceeds from the inmoft 
fsul of him: that makes it: fuch was the prayer of Hannah; 
although her voice was not heard, yet her prayer went up to 
Almighty God, and brought down the wifhed-for bleffing.’ la 
page 123, Mr. Jones beftows the epithets of infolent, arrogant, 
felf-conceited, felf-fufficient, and felf-righteous, on the moralilt 
who makes any pretenfions to merit. Every Chriftian, it is 
true, will acknowledge himfelf to be an unprofitable fervant, 
when he has exerted himfelf to the utmoft in the difcharge of 
his duty ; yet it does not appear, thatthe preacher dues any fer- 
vice to the caufe of religion, by depreciating the moralift, who 
endeavours to excite us to virtue, by reprefenting it as merito- 
rious and praife-worthy.Thefe, when they inculcate the neceflity 
of a virtuous life upon motives merely human, may juftly be 
looked upon as co-operating with the minifter who preaches 
Chrift Jefus: and this was the opinion of that divine Teacher 
himfelf ; for when his difciples told him that they had feen 
one cafting out devils, but not in his name, he ordered them to 
fuffer him to proceed; at the fame telling them, He that is not 
againft usis for us. 

In fermon the fixth there o¢curs nothing worthy of remark. 
In fepmon feventh and eighth, the author treats of the facraments, 
in the former of baptifm, and of the Lord’s fupper in the latter, 
In fpeaking of the former, he enlarges upon the neceflity of re- 
generation ; but his expreflions are free from that enthufiafm 


with which fome Methodi‘ts have treated the fubjeét. In the 
eighth 
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gith fermon, upon the Lord’s fupper, our author refutes the 


oman Catholics, who take the words, ‘ This is my body,” in ° 


the literal fenfe ; but the argument by which he proves that 
expreffion to be metaphorical, is borrowed from the learned Dr. 


“Tillotfon. 


_ Thus have we gone through this author’s eight fermons upon 
the church-catechifm ; as the remaining difcourfes which com- 
pofe this volume turn upon various and unconnected fubjects, 
we think a particular examination of them unneceflary, fince 


enough has already been faid to give the reader a jult idea of 


Mr. Jones’s talents for preaching. To conclude, we heartily 
join with the writer of the preface in wifhing, that thefe plain 
difcourfes may produce the fame effe& upon readers that they 
did upon hearers, when delivered from the pulpit, where, we 
are told, they were accompanied by the demonftration of the 


fpirit and of power. 





Art. VIIL. Afronomical Tables and Precepts, for calculating the true 
Times of the new and full Moons, and Joewing the Methods of pro- 
jefting Eclipfes, from the Creation of the World to A.D. 78c0. 
To which is prefixed a foort Theory of the Solar and Lunar Motions. 
By James Fergufon. 8vo. Pr.1s,6d. Millar. 


Stronomy has, from the earlieft times, engaged the atten- 
tion of mankind; and fome of the greateft geniufes in all 
apes have applied themfelves to the ftudy of fo entertaining and 
ufeful a fcience. In the infancy of the world, when the other 
branches of knowledge were unknown, the regular motions of 
the heavenly bodies were obferved, and their periodsdetermin. 
ed. Mankind were foon convinced that the fuccefs of agricul- 
ture depended on the knowledge of the feafons, and commerce 
on the times proper for making voyages. Even the days fixed 
for the infpeétion of civil affairs, or the exercife of religious du- 
ties, neceffarily required that the duration of the month and year 
fhould be determined ; therefore agriculture, commerce, po- 
lity, and religion, depended, in fome meafure, on the ftudy of 
aftronomy. But though this fcience has been cultivated, and 
gradually improving from the infancy of time, yet its prefent 
perfeGtion is chiefly owing to. the moderns, who have withdrawn 
the veil that fo long concealed the true principles of motion, 
and difcovered the laws obferved by the heavenly bodies, 
- The doétrine of eclipfes has always been confidered as one of 
the moft fublime parts of natural knowledge, and the great ac- 
curacy with which thefe obfervations are now predicted, an un- 
deniable 
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deniable proof of the folid improvements lately made in aftro. 
nomy. But the common methods of calculating the true times 
of the new and full moons, and the eclipfes of each luminary, 
require long ftudy and clofe application ; at the fame time th 
are ufually delivered in fuch a manner, as to be underftood 
only by thofe who have made a very confiderable progrefs in 
mathematical learning. 

The little treatife before us, therefore, is intended to remove 
thefe difficulties, and convey this ufeful branch of knowledge 
in an eafy and familiar manner; and in this our author has 
happily fucceeded, having given fuch plain and intelligible rales, 
that any perfon of a moderate capacity may eafily become a 
mafter of this fublime and ufeful part of the fcience of aftrono- 
my. Nor has the ingenious writer given a number of precepts, 
without mentioning the reafons on which they are founded: 
the fhort theory of the folar and lunar motions prefixed to this 
{mall work fufficiently fhews the reafons on which the calcula- 
tions are founded, and the manner in which the tables them- 
felves are calculated. In order to this Mr. Fergufon has firft ex- , 
plained the phzenomena arifing from the inequality of the folar 
and lunar motions, and then fhewn the reafons for thefe ine- 
qualities. The following inftance will give the reader an idea 
of the manner in which this theory is laid down. 

‘ The motions of the fun and moon are obferved to be com 
tinually accelerated from the apogee to the perigee, and as gra- 
dually retarded from the perigee to the apogee ; being floweft 
of all when the mean anamoly is nothing, and fwifteft of all when 
it is fix figns.’ 

The reafon for this acceleration and retardation of motion, 
is thus given by our author. But it may not be improper to 
obferve, that the points called apogee and perigee in the fun’s 
orbit when that luminary is fuppofed to move, are called aphe- 
lion and perihelion when the earth is confidered as revolving 
round the fun in the center of the fyitem. 

*« As the earth moves from its aphelion to its perihelion, it is 
conftantly more and more attracted by the fun; and this at- 
traction, by confpiring in fome degree with the earth’s motion, 
muft neceffarily accelerate it. But as the earth moves from its 
perihelion to its aphelion, it is continually lefs and lefs attract- 
ed by the fun; and as this attraétion aéts then juft as much 
againft the earth’s motion, as it aéted for it in the other half of 
the orbit, it retards the motion in the like degree.’ 

In this plain method has Mr. Fergufon laid down the theory 
of the folar and lunar motions, and explained the method of 
calculating the times of the new and full moons, and of the 
eclipfes of both luminaries in fo intelligent a manner, that we 
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are perfuaded all who are defirous of attaining this knowledge 
without previoufly ftudying the mathematics, will think them- 
felves obliged to us for recommending this little treatife to their 


perufal. 
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Art.1X. The Dramatic Hiftory of Mafer Edwatd, Mifs Ann, Mrs. 
Llwhuddwhydd, and Others, the Extraordinaries of thefe Times. 
Colle&ed from Zaphaniel’s Original Papers. Illuftrated with 
Copper-plates. i12mo, Pr. 38. 6d. fewed. Waller. 


E had once the happinefs to be acquainted with an honeft 
vicar, (an Antient Briton) who, in the beginning of life, 
had been engaged in a law-fuit, which proved unfortunate; 
and this misfortune made fuch a deep impreflion upon his 
mind, that he never afterwards afcended the pulpit, with- 
out making fome allufion to the uncertainty of the law, and 
the iniquity of its profeffors. Whether the fubje& of his fer- 
mon was the joys of heaven, or the torments of hell, he never 
failed to felicitate thofe who had no concern with the courts of 
judicature, or to condole with thofe whe had fuffered by their de- 
termination ; and his audience were always given to underftand, 
by way of application, that he himfelf had fallen a facrifice to 
the knavifh practices of the law: In like manner, the author of 
this dramatic hiftory, in fpite of all his efforts, is continually 
producing his own unfortunate cafe upon the fcene. In the 
midft of al] his erudition, wit, humour, and pleafantry, we al- 
ways find himfelfin the character of a ftarveling author, ftrolling 
aétor, or choice fpirit, whofe genius has been. overlooked by the 
fupercilious pride of taftelefs patrons, or depreffed by the invi- 
dious malice of cotemporary writers. 

With refpe&t to the performance now lying before us, we 
have been told it was defigned as a fatire upon the birth, life, 
and converfation cf a certain player and his inamorata, both in 
fome degree of favour with the public; he for acting the buf- 
foon, and fhe for dancing the St. Giles’s hornpipe: for our ows 
parts, we know neither of the parties ; but, as to the piece, we 
may venture to fay, it is a very itrange medley, or hodge-podge, 
without head or tail, beginning or end; and, if gentus confifts in 
irregularity, it may certainly beeompared even with the celebrat- 
ed Life.and Opinions of Triftram Shandy, 1 book which feems to 
have given rife to this, and many other monftrous produétions. 
We fhould imagine that the ingenious book(eller, trufting to 
his own penetration for the choice of an author, has employed 
fome profefled wit to throw, flap-dafh, helter-fkelter, ali his hu- 
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mour, fatire, and extravagance, within the compafs of a inde 
volume, which he might fell as the quinteflence of entertair: 
ment ; and, in order to render it {till more deleétable, he hag 
been at the expence of adorning it with copper-plates, finithed 
in fuch a tafte, that we know not which moft to admire, the 
choice of the fubjeéts or the excellence of the execution. Ne- 
ver,. fure, were prints better fuited to the work they were meant 
to illuftrate. 

The public will excufe us fot not entering into a minute mn- 
veltigation of this curious performance. We fhall obferve, ir 
general, that the principal charaéters of the piece-are hackney- 
chairmen, bunters, garreteers, vagrants, foot-foldiers, and bum- 
bailiffs ; and their adventures defcribed in fuch a manner, as 
gives us a very refpectable idea of the author’s rank and circum 
ftances ; for he feems to have condefcended from fome fuperi- 
or ftation to defcribe low fcenes with which he was not at all 
perfonally acquainted ; in the fame manner as many an humble 
author has attempted to draw charaéters ‘in high life, which, 
Heaven knows, were not at all familiar to his obfervation.—We 
would not, however, be thought to infinuate, that there is no 
nature in this dramatic hiftory ; on the contrary, we meet with 
fome incidents fo naturally defcribed, that we will not fcruple to 
call them real tranfadtions, in which our author muft have been 
perfonally concerned—Corporal Knot, being defirous of employ- 
ing fome genius to write a fong in praife of his miftrefs, the 
hackney-chairman’s wife, * Enquired among the Choice Spirits, 
who then held their meetings, like the primitive chriftians, by 
ftealth, the reforming conftables carrying on terrible profecu- 
tions againit them; he found them at the cat and bagpipe, in 
Rofemary-lane, after declaring upon honour, he was no inform~ 
er; and owning his bufinefs, he was induéted to the prefident, 
one George Alexander Stevens, and who was recommended to 
the corporal as a fong-writer, 

‘ Stevens received fix-pence from him as earneft ; for it was 
a rule, which the poets of that club had made, to always have 
half the money down; and the prefident declared he would 
write the fong as foon as ever the difputation was over, which 
the gentleman’s entrance had put a {top to. 

* The argument was warmly fupported by the two alterca~ 
tors, Stevens and Harry Howard the afs man, concerning effen- 
tial qualities. George infifted, the only acquifitions which could 
conftituce human happinefs, were temperance, ftability, and 
propriety of behaviour.—Harry, on the other hand, fwore, that 
there were no accomplifhments worth a man’s while to be maf- 
ter of, except good breeding, anda goodeducation. ‘This dif 
pute would have lafted much longer, had not a headborough 
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ned the door, and producing a warrant againft Harry How- 
ard for fcurrility, took away one fide of the argument. 

¢ A fheriff’s officer would have carried off the other, he came 
there with a thief-taker’s dog, fearful of a refcue—but left the 
thread of our hiftory fhould be fnapped too foon, we fhall 
turn over this caufe and arreft, to the chapter entitled the art 
of bail.taking, or—the by London and Weftmin- 
fter. 

« All gentlemen performers in the pen and ink way of fong- 
making, muft acknowledge it is extremely unlucky, when the 
lady’s name, whofe perfon they are to celebrate, won’t make a 
proper rhime. 

‘ The number of pretty ballads which are fung every fummer 
feafon, at all public places of entertainment, would lofe one part 


of their merit, were it not for the name jingle, which fo aptly 
terminates every ftanza ; fuch as 








Kitty Downs Polly Savage 

And Zouns i And Cabbage t 
Mifs Apple } Love Mifs Hirriot 

And Couple And Judas Ifcariot t 


‘ What then could a fong-maker do with Llwhyddwhuydd ? 
had he not cunningly fupplied that defect, by verfifying her Cre- 
olian name Chloe; and fitted up fo tafty a love-fong for the 
corporal, that Mr. Knott, taking the bard by the hand, fwore, 
had he had any more money about him to fignify, he would 
have made George a handfome prefent, over and above what he 
agreed with him for; however, the military man’s fpirit was fo 
great, and he was fo well pleafed with the verfes, that he flip- 
ped the remaining change of fix-pence into the poet’s hand, 
which was all Knott had, after paying for a tankard of porter, 
the entrance-fee, which every body fubfcribed, according to the 
rules of the room, before they could be admitted honorary mem- 
bers. 

‘ The editor of this undertaking cannot be fo ingrateful, as 
to fuffer fuch a noble action of the Corporal’s to flip, without 
taking proper notice of it.’ 

Our author, afterwards makes the following declaration. 

‘ This Stevens, to my knowledge, has wrote upwards of z00 
fongs, yet never was fo well paid for any; nay, for all the reft, 
as for that one he made the corporal. 


‘ The 
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“The POET’s Brit. 
Received as earneft for making a love-fong up- 
on Madam Chloe, to confift of four verfes t , 
Paid the remainder of my demand as foonas I) . 
had finifhed my work —_— — — 
Received overplus, or by way-of premium —o o 
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¢ All the reft of this man’s fongs, I am certain (the weight of 
paper excepted) would not now fell for fo much money.’ 

Either Mr. Stevens muft be of a very merry difpofition, or 
the greater part of thefe fongs fhould be in the elegiac {train ¢ 
but if he is not better paid for his profe than for his poetry, the 
bookfeller will have no great reafon to complain, even though the 
fale of this performance fhould not altogether anfwer his fan- 
guine expectation. This fong (it feems) was produttive of mas 
ny adventures: it met with fuch a reception from the lady, that 
corporal Knott began to think he had been hummed by the bard, 
again{t whom he denounced vengeance. 

* Unluckily for fome parties, George, the ballad-compiler, 
then was pafling along on the other fide of the way, the military 
man had a view of him, and through the entry Knott burft into 
the ftreet after the fcribbler. 

‘ Paflion or anger will as effectually dazzle perfons eyes as 
intereft. Mr. Knott, by rage, was fo dim-fighted, that, as he 
fprung from the threfhold, he faw not a fedan, which David and 
his partner were bearing by with a fare in it. 

‘ Againft its fide rufhed the corporal, and down came the 
chair, fhattering upon the pavement. The glafles were fmathed, 
the fath frames fhivered ; and the foldier tumbling over the top 
of it, rowled into the channel, ealling out, as he lay, ob, Stevens, 
PI do for you. : 

‘ George Alexander, hearing a threatning voice, imagining it 
to be a bailiff’s, ftarted off, faft as fear could wing his feet; 
and (Jike an expeditious fine porter, running to his duty) over- 
fet every one who ftood in his way. 

‘ The firft perfon who fell a vitim to the velocity of the 
poet’s fears, was Well-fleet Betty, ftanding on the upper ftep of 
a cook’s cellar, with a bafket full of goods upon her head; one 
hand was refted upon her hip, her elbow forming the. point of 
an angle, and with the fingers and thumb of the other handy 
was fhe {napping defiance. 

‘ The bard took her in flank, rvfhing againft her out-ftand- 


ing elbow; the fudden fhock turned her half round, and back- 
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_— fhe pitched into the cellar, juft as Theo. Cibbei’s pro- 
-man was bringing up twelve-pennyworth of foup and cx- 
cheek bouilli, for his mafter comedian’s dinner. 

‘ Down foufed Betfy’s head into thé difh, and her feet fell on 
each fide of the young man’s head, upon his fhoulders ; her 
weight returned him into the cellar; and the broken baking- 
pan, the ox-cheek, the foup, dnd the oyfters, covered the floor. 

‘ Onward fcampered George, overturning Haddock’s wai'ér, 
who had a box full of jellies in his hands; then the fong ferib- 
bler met parallel to his breaft a mop-handle, which a wench was 
twirling } his force flung it in a diagonal direttion down ; but 
the mop hit in its way the filk ftockin’d thins of a French danc- 
ing-mafter; the blow brought Monfieur Capriole to the ground, 
he pitched upon his face, and his nofe was flattened againft the 
pavement. 

‘ The perpetrator of this mifchief began to be fcant of 
breath ; and turning his head, as he ran, to fee where his pur- 
fuers were, he threw down a falop ftall. 

* The vendér of that diet drink had juft ferved a dith to no 
lefs a chapman, than the little poet Derrick, te doer of Dryden's 
works, who, hot thinking of any thing, was very innocently 
cooling His faffafras, when the grofs-bodied bard, like a collier 
running foul of a pleaftire-boat; tumbled the fmail fized verfifier 
into the dirt. 

‘ The bulk of Mr. Derrick’s mu, prevented him from being 
bruifed ; but the blade of his pinch-beck hilted rapier fhapped 
in the feabbard, and the fpray of the falop obliged the little 
gentleman to keep his bed, until the {coweret had repaired the 
damage his laced cbat and waiftcoat had fuftained. 

* Here the race ended ; the author ofall thefe ills; tumbling 
at the famé time, was feized by the woman, to pay for what was 
broke, fpoiled and fpilt. 

‘ It is impoffible to fay, what miyht have been the event of 
George’s being detained, fince he always was infliéted, with that 
terrible malady, of xox /um folvendum ; but Mr. Macklin the 
ator came by, paid the coft, and took Stevens home, promot- 
ing him to be his tutor. 

‘ The putter together of Love Alamede, being at that time of 
day in the bloom of his youth, not above thirty-four vears of 
age; took to his learning prodigioufly ; and, in lef, than 4weck, 
was able to make otit every letter of rhe alphabet.’ 

This quotation may ferve as a f{pecimen of the execution, 
and with refpect to the plan, it is fuch as we do nét pretend to 
analyfe. If the reader’s curiofity is not fatisfied, we mutt refer 
him to the book itfelf; which a certain bookfeller has beet 
heard to affirm with an oath, is as full of humour as @ fat Mi- 
thaelmas goofe is full of gravy. 

Vou, XV. May, 1763, Ge¢ Art, 
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Art. X. Memsirs of the Life and Adventures of Tionnonthouan, 
a King of the \ndian Nation called Roundheads. Extracted from 
Original Papers and Archives. In two Volumes \2mo. Pr, 65, 
bound. Knox. 


T is not without reafon this author, in relating the converfa. 
tion he had with his bookfeller, obferves that a taking title 
is more than half the battle. Whether the novelty of the name 
J fonnonthouan will make a favourable imprefiion on the public, we 
cannot forefee; and yet this name 1s not the produce of our 
author’s invention. Tfonnonthouan isthe appellation given by the 
French to one of the cantons, or tribes, of the Iroquois, or five 
Nations ; and Ovxonthio, the fuppofed name of the father of this 
Indian adventurer, is the tranflation of Great Mount, or Mont. 
magny, the name of the firft French governor of Canada, who 
was fuch a favourite among the Indians, that they have diftin- 
guifhed all his fucceffors za7veEoxnv, by the fame denomination, 
The firft thing that ftrikes us, on a perufal of this performance, 
is its originality. Itis not, like thofe flimfy produétions which 
appear every day, under the name of adventures, memoirs, or 
romances, a forry imitation of fome fuccefsful pattern, fupport- 
ed by borrowed features, and pilfered fcenes. The defign is 
altogether /ui generis, fuitable to the wildnefs of the fcene, which 
is laid among the woods and lakes of America; and the execu- 
tion of it has an aic of extravagance, which feems extremely 
well adapted to the devious nature of the plan. The ftile feems to 
be formed on the grave folemn manner of Cervantes, though 
the author has animated it with the keen fatirical ftri€tures 
which diftingtifh the works of Swift; nor is it free from thofe 
Saletés, or filthy circumftances,in which the Dean but toomuch 
indulged hisimagination. There are alfoimpurities which may 
be deemed fo many outrages againit decency and decorum; but 
the moft exceptionable part of the whole, is the ridicule which 
is every where employed againft the modes and rites of religious 
worfhip: for, although the fcope of the work is a fatire upon 
human nature in general, the author feems to aim the fhafts of 
his irony, with pecaliar pique, at the myfteries of our holy faith; 
and fo far we hold his book as profane and dangerous. 

After having perufed the preface, containing a humorous ac- 
count of what paffed between the editor and his bookfeller, on 
the fubject of title-pages, we begin the hiftory of Tfonnonthou- 
an, the round-headed Indian, and meet with a ludicrous method 
propofed to determine the exaé& time of his nativity, by an in- 
verfe operation of judicial aftrology ; and this is followed by 
fome curious conjectures on the effects which the fpherical form 
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Of this adventurer’r fkull, had upon his temper and genius ; 
and here it will not be amifs to make the reader acquainted 
with the charaéter of Tfonnonthouan, as it is thus defcribed by 
the author. 

‘ There never was a man of a more wonderful, and even ec- 
centric genius, than Tfonnontlouan; and there never was 4. 
man who run through a feries of more furprifing and unparal- 
leled adventures. He had the ereateft facility imaginable in 
attaining different languages, and in comprehending all the va- 
rious fyfiems of philofophy and religion; he had a never- 
failing memory with refpe@ to fas and tranfaciions; what he 
had himfelf heard, done or faid, nothing of this kind he ever 
forgot ; but with refpect to every thing elfe, his mind feemed to 
be a mere tabula rafa, or fheet of white paper. With all the 
fury, heat and enthufiafm of a bigot, he would this moment 
enter into any religious, moral, philofophical, or political, fyftem 
whatever; and the next moment, on finding the leaft flaw in 
- the fyitem itfelf, on taking the leaft difguft at the practices of 
any of its profeffors, or through a whim, or capricious humour 
of his own, he would at once not only defert it, but forget the 
principles he firmly and ferioufly believed before, and either re- 
vert to his primitive Indian notions, and barbarous prejudices; 
or elfe embrace the firft fyftem that came in his way, even tho’ 
it were contrary and diametrically oppofiteto the former. But 
he had moreover one other ftrange peculiarity about him ; the 
more improbable or incredible any faét appeared to be, the 
greater number of abfurdities and inconfiftencies there were in 
any fyitem, to that fa& and that fyftem he yielded, on that ac- 
count, the firmer and readier belief ; imagining, as I apprehend, 
that all the merit of believing confifted in believing what was 
abfurd and impoffible. Such was the temper and charaéter of 
the man ; and this difpofition hurried him into a variety of ad- 
ventures and converfions, which are the fubje& of the follow- 
Ing hiftory. In fhort, religion feemed to be the great ruling 
principle of his life, and the grand moving fpring of all his 
ations; and though, on account of his extreme mutability and 
inconftancy, with refpect to the different ie&ts or modes of reli- 
gion, he might be faid to be one of thofe people who have their 
religion to chufe; yet I fcarce ever knew him at any time of 
his life without a religion of one kind or other. On which ac 
tount I frequently ufed to rally him, telling him that he was, in 
one fenfe, like a knight errant, feeing that he could no more 
fubfift without a religion, than the knight could without 4 
miftrefs; and that he was, in another fenfe, like a rake cra 
town-fpark, being as inconftant in his religions, as our modern 
fine gentleman ufually is in his amours and miltrefies. Tfon- 
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nonthouan, who is really a {weet-tempered man, and agreeadty 
to the temper of his countrymen, never was offended at any 
thing, provided he thought, or was told it was faid in jeft, al- 
ways took my raillery in good part, and was wont to rally me 
in his turn, for my conftant and uniform adherence to the 
church of England, as by law eftablifhed, telling me he wonder- 
ed I was not tired with always believing one and the fame 
thing. Indeed this was what could by no means be objeéted to 
himfelf, for he never continued long in the worfhip either of 
any one manitou, or jh the practice of any one religion. Whili 
he lived among his countrymen, the Round-headed Indians, he 
frequently changed his manitous or gods, fucceflively worthipping 
a bear’s paw, a brandy bottle, a bull’s pizzle, a beaver’s tail, 
a buffaloe’s hide, andared rag. After his converfion to Chri 
{tianity, he ran through, in the courfe of a few years, all the 


different fe&ts of Chriftians inhabiting that immenfe continent, 


He was firft a Papift, then a Prefbyterian, next a Cacatorian, 
then a Merry-dancer, next a Jew, then a Mutilator, after that 
a Methodift, and laftly, a Quaker. In the fequel, he became a 
fort of Bramin, or Pythagorean, abftaining from all animal food, 
cfpecially mity cheefe ; which converfion, as all Indians are 
much addi&ed, and pay very great regard to dreams, was oc- 
cafioned by a very extraordinary dream. Afterwards he be- 
came a Sartorian 3 but in his endeavouring to convert others to 
Sartorianity, he was himfelf couverted to open atheifm ; for 
‘}fonnonthcuan had this peculiarity about him, that he was 
much oftener converted to the religion of others, than ever he 
himfelf converted other perfons to his own religion, He did not, 
however, continue long in the open profeffion of Atheifm.’ 
His farcafois upon the Mofaical fyftem of aftronomy are ra- 
ther arch than commendable: but his reafoning upon the fphe- 
rical head of his Indian, isa diverting burlefque wpon the moderna 
improvements in philofophy. | 
In the third chapter we are entertained with the defeription of 
a fingle combat between Tfonnonthouan and a bear, on which 
occafion Diggory Bunce, an Englifhman, and profeffed friend to 
the fudian, acts the part of a fecond to both combatants, ac- 
cording to the laudable cuftom of the London mobility,—We 
are forry we have not room to infert the detail of this battle, 
which is very humorous, and implies a fevere fatire upon the 
bears of this metropolis, who are often feen engaged in the 
itreets; as well as upon the honourable fociety of gamblers, 
who offer betts upon all incidents, whether tragical or comical, 
whether grave orludicrous, Diggory Bunce was fo deeply infeed 
with this fpirit of play, that, tho’ alone, and bufy ating in the 
capacity of fecond to both thefe animals, he could not help ex~ 
claiming, 
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glaiming, ‘* Who backs the Indian? A thoufand pounds on 
the bear—five to one—ten to one—Bravo bear !—a hundred 
guineas to a turnep on Bruen; &c.” The fubfequent conver- 
fation between Diggory and his Indian friend, touching the 
Chriftian religion, and the dignity of human nature, is extremely 
laughable: it produces a difpute ; and the difpute terminates, 
as ufual, in fifty-cuffs, 

The fourth chapter is a mefs of poignant fatire on divines 
and phyficians, fauced with obfcenity ; ; the whole equally hu- 
morous and impure. Nor is the next chapter inferior to it in 
any of thefe ingredients, In the former, Tfonnonthouan is 
married to Safteratfi, and in this we find a ftrange account of 
the confummation, with a differtation on the figns of virginity, 
which a delicate reader will not perufe without difguft. Ne- 
verthelefs, there are in both many fhrewd obfervations, and fly 
hints of cenfure upon religious perfecution, the prefumption of 
art, and the folly and madnefs of even the moft refpeCted infti- 
futions, 

In the fequel Tfonnonthouan beccmes a fanatic, and, by 
means of his new manitou, or god, which was a buffalo’s hide, 
attempts to fly through the air, The intelligent reader will, 
atone glance, perceive that this circymftance is an arrow indi- 
rectly levelled at fome of the miracles recorded in the New 
Teftament ; a fubje€ too facred for ridicule: nay, the author 
has even carried his difrefpe& for the fcripture fo far, as to put 
one of its moft revered expreffions inthe mouth of his Indian, 
when fpeaking of a buffalo’s hide, which he had chofen for his 
divinity. Here is alfoa profane kind of travelty of our forms 
of prayer, addreffed to the hide ; anda moft impious allufion to 
the death and afcenfion of our bleffled S-——r; for which the 
author deferves chaftifement. It muft be allowed, however, that 
the account of Tfonnonthouan’s vifion of the country of fouls, is 
well imagined, ludicrous, and entertaining. In this particular 
he feems to have had an eye to the vifion of Don Quixote, in 
the cave of Montefinos, as well as to the reverie of Sancho Pan- 
ga, which he explained to the duchefs, after his adventure of 
the wooden-horfe. 

In the eighth chapter, our author again difcovers the fpirit 
of infidelity, in his obfervations on miracles, and the ironical 
compliments he pays to the oxthodox divines, who undertook 
to refute Dr. Middleton’s attack on the power of working mira- 
cles after the times of the apoftles, particularly the learned bi- 
fhop of Gloucefter, who, in his celebrated Julian, has proved, 
that when the apoftate attempted to rebuild the temple of Jeru- 
falem, on purpofe to falfify an exprefs prophecy, his works and 
workmen were deftroyed by fiery eruptions from the bowels of 
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the earth. He has likewife dire€ted the battery of his wit 
againit the noble author who has fo fatisfactorily afcertain. 
ed the miraculous converfion of St. Paul. But thefe great and 
fhining lights of Chriflianity will continue to chear and guide 
the bewildered traveller, when ‘Tfonnonthouan is overwhelmed 
in the gulph of ablivion. 

Religion and medicine are the two butts on which this. author 
principally exercifes the arrows of his fatire. The fecond vo- 
lume begins with an account of his Indian adventurer’s break- 
ing his leg, in a fecond attempt to fly, and of his chufing ared 
ray for his manitou. The editor, who profefles himfelf a fur- 
geon, is called to reduce the fra€ture, which is accordingly re. 
duced; but, notwithftanding all his prefcriptions, he finds it 
impoffible to compleat the cure, until he complics with bis pa- 
tient’s eager defire of brandy, which being taken in large quan- 
fities, promotes a good digeftion in the wound, and the cure is 
effeted. The dialogue that paffes between the doétor and his 
patient, when the former demands payment for his attendance, 
is diverting enough. 

* At lait, fceing a day fixed for his departure, that I might 
hot be wanting to myfelf, I made in plain terms a demand on 
. hin for payment for the cure of his fra&tured limb. He ftared, 
appeared furprifed, and defired me to explain myfelf. I told 
him, that, having broken his leg, and a.great inflammation . 
having come on, he muft thereby have remained a cripple all 
his lifetime, if not, which is moft probable, died a miferable 
death, unlefs the latter had been refolved by the fomentations 
of antifeptic herbs, and the former united by means of the eigh- 
teen-tailed bandage, which I applied. ** Quack, replied Tfon- 
nonthouan, iceming fomewhat angry, of your eighteen-tailed 
bandage I know nothing; it may be your manitou, it is not 
mine. I did not pray to your eighteen-tailed bandage to fend 
my brother Indians to my relief, when lying helplefs in a defert 
place, neither did I pray to it for my cure, nor for its affiftance 
in my hunting, wherein I have been lately fo eminently fuccefl- 
ful; no, I fupplicated my own manitou, the red rag, and to 
his favour and tender mercy I am indebted for all thofe bene- 
fits : I owe nothing to yoyr manitou, and I will not give you fo 
much as a beaver’s tail while thus you derogate from the honouf 
of mine.” 

‘ Sucha fpeech I did not expeét, and I knew not what an- 
fwerto make; but finding that he miftook the eighteen-tailed 
bandage for the god that I worfhipped, I could not help telling 
him, perhaps in the fimplicity of my heart, that.the God I wor- 
fhipped, or, if he would have it fo, my Manitou, was the fole 
omnipotent and invifible Being, who c:eated, and ftil' governs, 
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the univerfe, through whom all things exift, through whom f 
myfelf moved, breathed, and had my being; through whom he 
and all other creatures did the fame; and to whom,“and not to 
his red rag, he, in particular, was indebed fos his happy reco- 
very from the late unfortunate accident that had befallen him, 
This, inftead of mending matters, rendered them much worfe. 
Tfonnonthouan coldly made anfwer : That now, by my own 
confeflion, he owed me nothing, and, therefore, would give me 
nothing ; but that, if he owed any thing to the invifible Mani- 
tou, he would pay himas foon as he could fee him.’ 

Even this dialogue conmains a poifon which may have a bad 
effet upon weak minds: and the next chapter is a concealed 
libel on the Chriitian religion, There, in a letter he pretends 
to have received from Tfoaronthouan, giving an account of the 
ftate of religion among the Indians, he endeavours to throw a 
ridicule upon the miracles and apoftles of the gofpel, under the 
name of leger-de main tricks, fuppot dto be performed by the 
jugglers or priefts of the Indian worfhip, He proceeds indeed, in 
an ironical ftrain, to demonfirate the nece fity of revelation, and 
miracles to fupport that revelation ; to affirm that the infidels 
among Chriftians were all men of profligate principles, utterly 
devoid of fenfe, tafte, and literature ; that ourclergy were men 
of profound learning, regular and holy in their lives and con- 
verfation; to recomimend the divise Iegation of Mofes, the al- 
liance between church and itate, and the tra intituled Julian; 
the pious writings of Bacon, Bovle, Newton, Locke, Grotius, 
Addifon, Weft, Lyttleton, ard Dr. Hill. He obferves, that the 
Right Reverend Bifhop of Gloucefer challenges the infidels to 
fair combat, and ridicules their pretended fears of punifhment : 
but, he obferves at the fame time, that he, in the fequel, found 
Tfonnonthouan beating hemp in Lridewell, after hae! ng becn 
pelted in the pillory, for broac! niog and pubifhing do&tines re- 
pugnant to the Chriftian faith, In the eleventh chapter, our 
author lavs about him, at a furious rate, againft Triflram Shan- 
dy, the religion, laws, and government, of this couniry; and 
all this on pretence of explaining the idioms of the Indian 
language. 

‘ Again, with refpe to government, 2s managcd on our fide 
of the water, they have, according to their univerfal idiom, one 


_ particular term which cannot be rendered into our language 


with any juftice or propriety, otherwife than as follows; a 
fuccefsful confpiracy or combination of a few at their will and 
pleafure, to lord over, enflave, opprefs, and deftroy, the many, 
In confequence of this, our minilters and great officers of ftate, 
are called licenced plunderers or public anlibates ; beards and cf- 
fices, dens or nefts of thieves, and all who fit therein, from the 
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firft commiffioner to the youngeft extra clerk, go by one generaf 
ame of common cheats, pilferers, and pickpockets. Our kings, 
however, with our peers and fenators, they call head-warriors 
and elders ; which miftake, I think, very excufable, and for 
which we have no reafon to find fault with them, feeing that 
with refpect to their affairs we fall into a fimilar error, by call. 
jug their head warriors and elders their kings and noblemen, in 
order, as we fay, to accommodate our language to their man- 
ners. But Tfonnonthouan was very much puzzled when he came 
to difcover that our elders and head-warriors, as he called them, 
were hereditary, deftined and even obliged to be fo before they 
came into the world. He could not reconcile a praétice, as he 
thought, fo prepofterous and pregnant with fo many mifchiefs 
to that good fenfe, or, in his phrafe, cunning, obfervable in all 
our other actions. This confideration had fo much weight 
with him, that having heard there was a certain breed of ani. 
mals amonglt us, which excelled all others of the fame fpecies 
in the qualities peculiar to themfelves, and for which they were 
moft valuable, fuch as game-cocks, bull-dogs, and race-horfes, 
he concluded, that we had likewife a certain breed of men 
amongft us, to whom fuperior courage, bravery, condué and 
yefolution, fuperior knowledge, penetration, forefight, and 
judgement in affairs, as alfo juftice, temperance, fortitude, and 
cvery other virtue, were natural and inherent, and that they 
neceffarily excelled all other men in thofe qualities, as much as 
game-cocks do dunghill-cocks in courage, as bull-dogs do f{pa- 
Hiels in fiercenefs, or racers, cart-horfes in fleetnefs, and that all 
that was requifite in their training and education, was only to 
preferve the breed pure and unmixed. He was the more con- 
firmed in this imagination, when he heard that our head-war- 
riors and elders had no mafters in their youth to inftruét and im- 
prove them in thefe qualities, but were at infinite pains in 
learning, and at great expence in hiring the moft eminent pro- 
feffors, to render them expert in the arts of dancing, drefiing, 
and playing at the games of the platter and the ftraws, by 
which he underftood our diverfions of cards and dice.’ 

What follows is a compofition of fatire, naftinefs, obfcenity, 
and irreligion, under thefe heads. Account of Cohechoky’s ill- 
nefs, and the prattice of the different phyficians who attended 
her—The reafon of the embaffy fent to Tfonnonthouan. On 
his arrival at the canton of the Stinkards, he finds father Pego, 
the French Jefuir, harranguing them on religion, who would 
have converted the whole nation; but Tfonnonthouan prevents 
it by means of his dog Chichikoué and a dead bear. Cohecho- 
ky is a venerable Indian matron, for whofe recovery the whole 


nation of the Stinkards are warmly interefted. They fend an 
¢ ‘ ’ embafly 
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gmbafly to Tfonnonthouan, ‘defiring him to come and play a 
game of the platter for her recovery. Some other particulars 
are prefcribed forthe fame purpofe, equally whimfical and inde- 
cent, which we fhall not pretend to fpecify : but, in the next 
chapter, Tfonnonthovan is converted to popery. Our author, 
for the benefit of his unlearned readers, fhould have explained 
the game of the platter, which is deferibed by Charlevoix, as a 
game of hazard, played with a number of bones differently 
marked, analagous to dice, and the players lofe or win accord- 
ing to the marks that turn up. ) 

Tfonnonthouan, in the progrefs of his converfion, boggled at 
fome of the myfteries: ‘ But of all the myfteries and doétrines 
in which Tfonnonthouan was now inftru&ed, none found fuch 
favour and acceptance with him, as that of tranfubftantiation, 
infomuch that Tribulation T’otherworld, the Prefbyterian par- 
fon, who converted him to Prefbytery, had greater difficulty to 
make him quit that praétice and belief, than all the reft; and 
when he did it at laft, it was more through complaifance than 
conviction : for it is the nature of man, if there is one tenet in 
the articles of their belief more abfurd and more ridiculous than 
another, to regard that wih a particular fondnefs and predilec- 
tion, to believe it with the greateft obftinacy and firmnefs, and 
to be the moft violently irritated and enraged againft thofe who 
exprefs the leaft doubts and hefitation about it. Accordingly 
‘Tfonnonthouan, all the time he continued a Papift, had a par- 
ticular pleafure in taking the facrament, or, or he called it, 
eating a manitou; and this ceremony was, immediately after 
his baptifm, and at his earneft requeft, adminiftered to him by 
his friend the French juggler.’ 

In the next chapter there are fome curious conferences be- 
tween father Pego and his convert. 

* Moft reverend juggler, you muft remember, when I was 
endeavouring to prevail upon you to play a game at the platter 
with me for the recovery of the venerable matron Cohechoky, 
who is now gone tothe country of fouls, you told me, that my 
worfhipping fuch a manitou as a red rag, was a very foolifh and 
abfurd thing ; 1 fhall very readily grant you it might have been 
fo. However, I do not think there can be any harm in believ- 
ing any religious abfurdity whatfoever, provided that reliPious 
abfurdity produces no pernicious confequences to a man’s felf, 
his friends or his country, which I am certain the worfhip of a 
rag, or any thing of that nature, never can do. But, if I be- 
lieved one abfurdity of my own before, I now believe a thoufand 
of your’s, which you have taught me. At your perfuafion, [ 
believe that three are one, and one is three, that a fon is as old 
as his father, that a v n bore a child, with many others too 

tedious 
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tedious to mention. I do not defire you, moft reverend juggler, 
to believe any abfurdity of mine, in which you fee I am more 
complaifant than you are; therefore I do not*think you have. 
any reafon to find fault with me for believing only one abfur- 
dity more than you do. If a wafer may be a manitou, I can- 
not conceive why a rag or a {tick may not be one alfo. The 
Europeans, if they pleafe, may yield up to their jugglers the fole 
power of making and conftituting their manitous, perhaps they 
never had it; but the Indians enjoy that power, and I myfelf 
have exercifed it oftener than once, and am ftill determined to 
exercifeit. In fhort, this piece of wood here hanging about my 
reck, is my manitou, and fhaJl be my manitou as long as I 
think proper; 1 make it fo, and [ do not fee that any body has 
any thing to do with the matter. As for you, moft reverend 
juggler, you may call it what you pleafe, the type, figure, 
fymbol, or refemblance of the great Manitou, I fhall never quar- 
' ge} with you or any other juggler about names.’ 

The juggler inftruéted him in fome fecrets with refpe& to mo- 
rality, which the Jefuits never reveal to any but chofen difci- 
pies.. * He informed him, that the end always juftifies the 
means, aud that all actions in themfelves are indifferent, and 
none,can be bad unlefs committed with a bad intention. For 
inftance, it isa meritorious action to extirpate herefy, and con- 
fequently all the means that conduce to that purpofe, be they 
what they will, murders, affaffinations, poifonings, breach of 
faith, &¢. are not only juftifiable, but even commendable. 
Again, it is no bad intention in any man to procure money, in 
order to be fupplied with the necetlaries and comforts of life ; 
and, if yéur friend and neighbour has a purfe of money which 
you canrot get pofieflion of without putting him to death, and 
if, befides, you cannot procure money any where elfe, and you 
fhould fhoot or ftab him, not out of hatred or revenge, or any 
other malevolent paffion, but merely for the love ef his money, 
you are not guilty of murder. In the fame manner, if your 
friend or neighbour has a wife, and you lie with her becaufe 
you like her, or becaufe fhe is a handfome woman, and not be- 
caufe the is your friend’s wife, you are by no means guilty of 
adultery, or indeed of a bad aétion, as it isa natural thing to 
defir@to lie with a handfome woman.’ 

Tfonnonthouan’s friendfhip for the miffionary went fo far 
that he acted for him in the capacity of a pandar, in an amour 
he had with an Indian’s wife; in the courfe of which amour, 
Pego was deteéted by the hufband, who drubbed him with fuch 
feverity, that he grew weary of life, and became ambitious of 
the crown of martyrdom. He communicated his fentiments on 


this fubje& to Tfonnonthonan, who ¢ was forry to fee him fo 
3 much 
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much out of humour, and could think of no other expedient to 
appeafe him, but by telling him that little time was yet loft ; 
that if he had fo longing a defire to be burnt, it fhould be foon 
complied with; that the fquare and every thing elfe fhould 
be got ready next morning, when he himfelf would affift at 
the ceremony, and either difpatch him as foon, or torment 
him as long, as,he thought proper. ** Ay, faid the Jefuit, 
fomewhat mollified by Tfonnonthouan’s complaifance, the 
longer and more cruelly a martyr is tormented, fo much the 
more glorious is the martyrdom, the greater joy he receives 
in heaven, and the fooner he is inrolled a faint; but the laws 
and cuftoms of martyrdom are not well eftablithed in our church; 
fome faints have offered themfelves voluntarily, and fome have 
been even known to fly from martyrdom; but I never heard of 
any who ufed indirect means, or underhand employed a friend, 
and Brother-chriftian, to procure them that heavenly crown ; 
it is fufficient if they are, at all times, ready to undergo it for 
the glory of God and the good of his church, and if they bear 
their torments with joy, and without flinching ; befides, I am 
afraid this method would be of bad example, and I am not fure 
whether, in this cafe, the end would juftify the means. How- 
ever, you will give me time to think of it, andI fhall give you 
an anfwer next morning.’ ‘Tfonnonthouan complied, and hav- 
ing faid or fung their evening prayers as ufual, they both fel] 

afleep at laft, | 
‘No fooner was the Jefuit ftirring, thanTfonnonthouan afked 
him whether he had come to arefolution, and if he fhould go to 
the Stinkards, and defire them to build a fquare, and provide 
wood for the burning ? ‘* Do fo, Tfonnonthouan, replied the holy 
father; but then you muft bear me company, otherwife I cannot 
in confcience confent to have this glorious crown of martyr- 
dom conferred upon me. TI fhould, indeed, be altogether un- 
worthy of it, if I procured it by your private mediation; but 
you fuffering along with me, will take away all objections againft 
indire& and underhand praé¢ttces; befides, it will add greatly 
to my glory, that fo illuftrious a convert as you became alfo my 
fellow martyr ; and, moreover, when we fhall be fainting and 
expiring under our lingering torments, a mutual emulation will 
fupport us, and we fhall be enabled, by example, and recipro- 
cally encouraging one another, as we fee occafion, to go thro’ 
them with a primitive Chriftian fortitude ; for you muft take 
this along with you, if we fhould once repent or wifh it over, 
the martyrdom will be good for nothing, and we fhall reap 
neither glory nor benefit by it.” ** Moft reverend juggler, re- 
plied Tfonnonthovan, you have taught me innumerable abfur- 
dities in your religion, to all which 1 have very readily yielded 
belief 5 
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belief; but fuch a one as this I never heard of before, that § 
fhould procure myfelf to be burnt at the fquare when I am 
not prifoner of war, but am amongfta friendiy nation ; indeed, 
were I prifoner among the Cherokees, enemies to the Round. 
heads, and were not adopted by any of their wives or mothers, 
to be fure | muft be brought to the fquare, when I am con- 
fident I fhould go through all the torments of burning with as 
much refolution as any of your jugglers were ever known todo. 
But here there is no occafion for it ; befides, were I never fo 
willing, the Stinkards would not give their confent ; they would 
on no account burn a Roundhead, their friend and ally, one 
who has taken fo much pains for the relief of their old matron 
Cohechoky ; whereas you are a Frenchman, have endeavoured 
to put them out of conceit with their own juggling tales, and 
make them belicve your’s, and have, befides, lain with the 
wives of their principal juggler and quack; they have been 
twice with great difficulty prevented from burning you already, 
and for a word {peaking you may be, burnt fiill, when, and in 
what manner you pleafe: As I faid before, 1 thall affift you, 
but will not, and indeed cannot, bear you company.” Though 
our Indian could not be perfuaded to join the miffionary «in his 
martyrdom, he, at his inftigation, takes up the hatchet, and 
fets on foot a holy crufade againft the Englifh. Being deferted 
by his warriors, he proceeds in the expedition by himfelf. He 
is furprifed, taken prifoner, and carried to the honfe of Tribu- 
lation T’otherworld, a Prefbyterian parfon, by whom he was 
afterwards converted to that perfuafion. 

Thus ends the fecond volume ; but the defign is far from 
being compleated, and the author promifes us the fequel, pro- 
vided this fpecimen meets with a favourable reception from the 
public. Wecan hardly with him fuccefs, confidering the dan- 
gerous tendency of the work ; yet we muft own, he writes 
like a philofopher and fcholar, with fpirit and humour, and has 
jiruck ovt a path of his own, which may lead him to many 
fources of entertainment, which are hitherto untouched. If 
it was not for a thinnefs of incident, a few overfights in the 
language, which is generally pure and animated, and the 
grofinefs of fome of the fcenes defcribed, which even the exam- 
ples of Rabelais and Swift will not jultify ; we fhould not he- 
fitate in. pronouncing the Memoirs of Tfonnonthouan, one 
of:the:beft executed modern romances which we have feen. 


Monthly 
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Art. 11. The Temple of Gnidus. 4 Poem from the Fretich Proft iF 
M. Seconcat, Baron de Montefquitu.' 470) Pri? 1s. 62. 


Hooper. 


N the advertifement prefixed to this poem, we underftand, 
that Dr. Michael Clancy, M.D. had verfifiedin Latin, Mow 
tefquieu’s Temple of Gnidus; and our author has blank-verfed 
the doétor’s perfarmanceintoEnglifh. ‘+ Charity, fays the apoftle, 
covers a multitude of fins ;” and we may fay, thata great name 
recommends much trifling. Hada middli ing writer, whois paid 
by the number of ‘lines or paragraphs he fends to a magazine, 
been the author of the original Temple of Gnidus, and his din- 
ner had depended upon his publication, we queftion much whe- 
ther he muft not have feafted on the beauties of his temple, if 
he had to deal with an editor. of any tafte. We muft, However: 
fo far do juftice to the Englith verfifier, as tofay that he peffeffes 
a warmth, and even a delicacy, of expreflion, well fitted to his 
fubje&t. Ofthe former, we fhall, for the fake of. our fair) read- 
ers of certain over-fqueam ifh conftitutions, give no quotation 5 
but we recommend to their perufal the folluwing lines, whicn 
we think are not amifs. : 


‘ Rolling his courfe meandring, Cepheus flows 
Through the gay meads: and if the nymphs refufe 
The kifs they promis’d, and the pledge of love, 
With circling courfe he forms a thoufand ftops, 
And as they fly prefents his winding ftream ! 


‘When on his verdant banks the nymphs appear, 
He ftays his tardy lapfe! The fequent ftreams 
Find waves that move not, while the.am’rous God 
Pleas’d in his placid channel refts fupine ! 

Put if a nymph unrob’d her beauties,plunge 
In his clear ftream, with force and love renew’d 
'To herembrace he fwells, and furging rolls, 
And wafis her bathing in his rapt’rous tide ; 
The lovely foray he courfes as the laves 

On bis proud current born! The nymphs are firu ck 
With fear, the ravifh’d prize on all his waves 

He bears uplifted ; through the pleafant flood 
Toft he detains her, and then gliding flow, 
Long in his bofom wrapt returns the maid 
Safe to the fhore fhe fecks, and thus reltord 


The joyful nymph her happy fillers chears } 
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As to the defcriptive part of this poem, though its executiog 
is more than tolerable, yet it cannot be relifhed by thofe who 
can taite the manly defcriptions of the like fubjedts in Milton, 
Thompfon, and other great Englifh poets. The reader, per- 
haps, needs not to be informed, that the Temple of Gnidus was 
facred to Venus, and admits of being decorated by all the lux- 
uriancy of imagination. 


Art. 1z. The Alps. 4 Poem. By George Keate, Ef. 4t0. 
Pr. 1s. 64. Dodfley. 


This performance is likewife defcriptive, and fets out with an 
addrefs to Fancy, which is far from being unpoetical ; and the 
goddefs feats the author, to ufe his own words, ‘in the wild fcene 
of nature’s true fublime ;” which he deferibes with great variety 
of imagination ; but he fometimes is a little unfortunate both 
in his expreffion and verfification. Spegking of barren bleak 
mountains, he fays that they uprear their heads, 





—— ‘asin contempt 
Of vegetative laws. Nor yet are they 
Unfruitful’”— 


A few lines after he tells as of 








— ‘many a fhrub 
Of fov’reign ufe, and medicinal herb.’ 


After a very noble defcription of the rivers pouring from the 
Alps, he dafhes the Rhone with the profaical, and, indeed, im- 
proper, expreflion of 


‘ the empire now it fkirts’ ——— 





In a fine defcription of the Alpine fprings, he mentions, 
—— * The Adda much diftain’d,’— 


An epithet as cold as its waters, and fcarcely conveying any 
idea. 

We fhould not have mentioned thofe little improprieties, 
which are rather overfights than blemifhes, were it not for the 
very high opinion we have of our author’s defcriptive powers, 
and to remind him of them in another edition of his poem, 
which its merits will certainly call for. Mr. Keate paints from 
nature and experience, and his fubjeé&t is fuch, that his defcrip- 
tions cannot be overcharged, nor his touches too bold. The 
following paflage juftifies our opinion. 


‘ Lo! where yon fummits court our fteps, how wild 
The rocky path! now their rude points refle&t 
The darting funbeam, and anon are loft 
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In clouds of paffing vapours !—Their afcent 
Muft not affright ; nature like fome coy fair 
Spreads not her charms at once, but hides them half 
From timid gazers.—On thy brow Sateve * 

(Thy well-known brow that hath fo often woo’d 
My penfive mind) I catch with greedy eye 

Th’ enchanting landfcape, beyond fiction fair ; 
Where towns and caitles lie difpers’d, and woods, 
And ruddy vineyards, where its proudeft boait 
Geneva’s turrets rife, and yon blue lake 

A far ftretch’d mirrour fpreads: its bofom fhews 
Th’inverted profpeé circled in with hills 

And cliffs, a theatre immenfe !’——— 


A Claude Lorrain, a Pouffin, or a Salvator Rofa, would find 
improvement from his defcription of an Alpine moon-light, 
concluding with the following lines. 

‘ while the fhades from rock to rock 
Trregularly thrown, with folemn gloom 
Diverfify the whole.’— 


If there is not genius in this touch, we muft be of opinion 
there is fomewhat very like it, fomewhat beyond mere poetry. 

Having done juftice to Mr. Keate as a defcriptive writer, we 
muft recommend the following paflage as a fpecimen of his 
being a moral one. Speaking of the exceffive height of the 


Alps, he concludes, 





— © So looks the world 

To him whofe philofophic mind hath curb’d 
Its vifionary hopes ; as he afcends 

The rock of virtue, all life’s envy’d toys, 

Lov’d and ador’d before, fhrink from the fight ; 
Paufing, he wonders they could charm fo long, 
Then to the fenfelefs pageant bids farewell ! 


Upon the whole we muft obferve, that Mr. Keate, by his fa- 
miliarity with his fubje&, has fo many great advantages over 
other defcriptive poets, that we can fcarcely defend the propriety 
of his invoking Fancy as his mufe. 








——= 
- 


‘* A high mountain about four or five miles diftant from Ge- 
neva, rifing perpendicularly above the Arve, and commanding 
a delightful view of the lake, and the different countries that . 
lie round it,’ 
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Art. 13. Genius and Valour: A Scotch Paftoral, 4to. Pr. 1s. 6d; 
Becket and De Hondt. 


Nee tam averfus Equos Tyrid Sol jungit ab Urbe. Virc. 


Whether this poem is really the production of an Englifhman 
defirous of difcountenancing the prejudice of the times, and of 
teftifying his refpe& for the character of the earl of B—e, to 
whom it is infcribed ; or the cotmpofition of a Scottifh bard, 
who has thought it convenient to difguife his country, we fhall 
not pretend to determine. ‘This, however, muft be owned, 
that the performance abounds with poetical lines, liberal fenti- 
ments, and truly paftoral defcription. The opening of the 
fcene is beautifully picturefque ; and the following apoftrephe 
equally fpirited and feafonable. 


‘Yet ftill fome pleafing monuments retnain, 
Some marks of genius in each later reign. 
In nervous ftrains Dunbar’s bold mufic flows, 
And Time yet {pares she Thiftle and the Rofe*. 


‘ O, while his courfe the hoary warrior fteers 
Thro’ the long range of life-diffolving years, 
Thro’ all the evils of each changeful age, 

Hate, envy, faction, jealoufy, and rage, 

Ne’er may his fcythe thefe facred plants divide, 
Thefe plants by heaven in native union tied ! 
Still may the flower its focial fweets difclofe, 
The hardy thiftle ftill defend the rofe !’ 


We fhould imagine the author an Englifhman from his repre- 
fenting commerce for the firft time appearing in Scotland im- 
mediately after the union. The Scots carried on a confidera- 

° ble trade for near two hundred years before the union. In the 
reign of James III. they had a navy, which was able to cope 
with that of England, and, under the aufpices of Sir James 
Wood, actually obtained a compleat naval viftory over Sir Ste- 
phen Bull, the Englifh admiral. In the reign of king William 
the third, commerce flourifhed more in Scotland than it did 
during any period of the fucceeding reign that was poiterior to 
the union, and maintained a refpectable fquadron of fhips ef 
the line, as well as a confiderable ftanding army; and we will 
almoft venture to fay, that the prefent ftate of trade in that coun- 
try, is not a greater improvement than might have been ex- 





« * A poem fo called, written in honour of Margaret daugh- 
ter of Henry VII. on her marriage to James IY. king of Scots. 
By Mr, William Dunbar.’ | 
petted, 
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pected, from the natural progrefs of commerce in the faitie times 
had the tinion never'taken place ; at leaft; other nations, whe 
had not the benefit of any fuch union, have, by'their own in- 
duftry and natural advantages, made greatet advances in‘ trade 
in the fame {pace of time : witnefs the French, ftte' Danes; and 
the Ruffians. Moreover, our author feems to be but little act 
quainted with the hiftory of Scotland, or with its prefent ftate 
of genius and literatare, otherwife He would not have confined 
his praife of Scotch valour to William Wallace, and John:duke 
of Argyle; and his wreaths of bays to Dunbar, Thompfon, 
and Ogilvie, Not but that all thefe names are worthy of the 
incenfe he has fo elegantly beftowed upon them. ! 


Art. 14. 4Vifit tovbe Ideal Worlds By Hone Ranger. 4to. Pe, 
15. 6d, Flexney. 


We never feel our tafk as reviewers fo difagreeable, as when 
eriticifm is obliged to fall foul of humanity. See the Preface. 


Art. 15. The Blefings of P* ***, and a Scotch Excife; or 1bé 
Humbug Refignation. A Farce in two A&s, as it was lately per« 
formed at the New Theatre in S~ Ay Street, by bit M—*s 
Company of Comedians. 8vo. Pr.ts. Abraham. 


Of all ftupid infults ever offered to majefty, royalty, or nos 
bility, this, perhaps, is the moft infamous. Jn any country bur¢ 
England, the publifhers and authors of fuch a wretched and male- 
volent performance, would have’ been denied even the privilege of 
law, and treated as we do mad dogs, when the foam and fymp- 
toms of the hydrophobia are upon them. 


Art. 16. Tavo new Comic Satiric Dialogues that lately pafid in the 
Tower. The Firft, between John Wilkes, Efy. Member of Par- 
liament for Ayletbury, and two of bis Majefy’s Lions, tha Ste 
cond, between that Gentleman and the Shade of the late Sir William 
W*****m. In which are introduced Several modern Political 
Charatters and entertaining Anecdotes, with Explanatory Notes to 
the Whole. Ta which is added, A Genuine Account of the whole 
Proceedings againft John Wilkes, £ /q. from bit Commitment to thé 
Tower, to bis Difcharge in the Common Pleas, As all thé 
Speeches, Letters, &c. &c, &c. Seo. Pr: 6d. Pridden. | 


- ‘This poor attempt at humouf ahd fatire confifts.only of two 
thiming leaves, filled with dull perfonal inveétives, and ferve ag 
-aprotogue to 2 faithful collection’ of Mr. Wilkés’s papers, letters, 
{peeches, &c. 


Vou, XV. May, 1763. Dd ” Att, 
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Art. 17. Odeon the Return of Peace. Alfo the Speech of Europa. 
4te. Pr. 6d. Becket and De Hondt. 

Thofe two copies of verfes (we cannot ¢all them poems) have 
a very peculiar merit, for we cannot pronounce them to be ei- 
ther good, bad, or indifferent. — 











Art. 18. 4 Difcourfe upon the Being of God: Again? Atheifis. In 
two Sermons, preached in the Church of St. James Weftminfter, 
March the 74h and April the 41h, 1763, at the Lefure founded 
by the Honourable Robert Boyle, E/y. By. Ralph Heathcote, 
D.D. 4to. Pr.is. Payne. 


Laft Whitfunday we read over this diféourfe as an exer 
cife of devotion; but are forry to own to the public that, had 
we not been extremely well grounded in our principles againit 
Atheifm, we were in danger of its having had 2 contrary effect. 
The reverend author, after endeavouring to demolifh the argu- 
ments of Des Cartes, Clarke, Hobbes, and other writers, in fa~ 
vour of a Divine Almighty Exiftence, put us in hopes-that he 
would rebuild all he took down, ina more regular as well as 
folid manner. Happily for the faith of his reader, all he has been 
able, to do in the work of demolition, has had no more effec 
than a pick-ax, in the hands of a boy of ten years of age, would 
have upon the baftions of Gibraltar, for all he propofes in 
its ftead has been repeated a thoufand and athoufand times, and 
terminates in the following quotation from Hobbes. 

‘ There is,’ fays he, ‘a God: for the effects we acknowledge 
naturally, do include a power of their producing, before they 
were produced ; and that power prefuppofeth fomething exift- 
ent, that hath fuch power; and thething fo exifting with power 
to produce, if it were not eternal, muft needs have been pro- 
duced by fomewhat before it, and that again by fomething elfe 
before that, till we come to an eternal (that is to fay, the firft) 
power of all powers, and firft caufe of all caufes: and this it is, 
which all men conceive by the name of God.’ 

With all due deference to our fuperiors, we muft be of opi- 
nion that nothing contributes fo much to the caufe of infidelity 
as the weaknefs of the advocates againft it: and it were better 
that Mr. Boyle’s le€tures were entirely fuppreffed, than that 
they were delivered by men whiofe talents are inadequate to 
the noble purpofes of their inftitution. 






































Art. 19. An Addrefs to the Citizens of London. By a Lover of Li- 
berty. 8v0. Pr.6d. Wilkie. 
This Lover of Liberty is a very frothy, impertinent, unmean- 


| ing declaimer, dafhing his flummery about full in the faces of 
- | z both 
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both political parties, that are now the fubjeét of public cons 
verfation. 


“Art. 20. Remarks on Mr. Tremlett’s Letter to Archdeacon Sleech. 
By John Andrew, M.D. 8-0. 


_ ‘This is a recrimination, in which Dr. Andrew undertakes to 
tefute the affertions of Mr. Tremlett, which were unfavourable 
to the doétor’s charaéter. We cannot pretend to enter into the 
hature and merits of this refutation, which we muft therefore 
tefer to the private judgement of the Unprejudiced reader. 


Art. 21. A Charge delivered to the Grand Fury, at the General 
Quarter Seffion of the Peace; beld at Guildhall, Weftminfter ; 
on Wednefday, April 615, 1763. By Sir John Fielding, Kns. 
Chairman of the faid Sefion. Publifoed at the unanimons Requeft 
of the Magiftrates then prefent, and the Grand Fury. ste. Pr. 
1s. Marth. : ! 


As we are deterihined to-maintain out independency, as cri- 
tics, not only upon minifters of ftate and judges, but even upon 
Weftminfter juftices, we mutt declare out opinion, that his wor- 
fhip the knighted author of this charge is not quite fo great an 
orator as Cicero, and cannot fhine in our page fo bright as he 
does in the daily papers, as a magiftrate. We cannot, how- 
ever, help admiring his fagacity as ajuitice of the peace in pub- 
lithing to all the world, from the bench, his majefty’s royal vir~ 
tues, particularly in making his judges independent, increafing 
their falaries, and eftablifhing them in their office for life, a moit 
feafonable intimation of what the government ought to do for 
the prefent learned uptight bench of W r j——s. 





Art. 22, A Genuine Narrative of the Life and A@ions of John Rice, 
the Broker. Interfperfed with fome curious Anecdotes. Particularly 
of the Lord Mayer and Bifbop of Cambray. 8ve. Pr. is. Hen- 
derfon. 


A ftupid compilation of what bas been already publifhed ia 
the common news papers, 


Art. 23. An authentic Account of the Proceedings againff Johu 
Wilkes, E/g. Mlember of Parliament for Ayletbury, and late Cola- 
nol of the Buckinghamfhire AMhiia ; containing all the Papers 
relative to this interefing Affair, from that Gentleman's being taken 
into Cuftody by bis Majejty’s Meffengers, to bis Difcharge at the 
Court of Common Pleas; with an Abfirad of that precious Jewel 
of aw Englifhman t4e Habeas Corpus dc. Adddrefed to all 
Lowers of Liberty; S¢2% Pr. is. Walliams. 

Its companion, 
Dd 2 Art. 
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Art. 24. A Concife Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and Prefent State 
of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, ManufadGures, and 
Commerce, inflituted at London, Anno. MDCCLIV. Compiled 
Jrom the Original Papers of the firft Promoters of the Plan; and 
from other authentic Records. By a Member of the faid Society. 
8vo. Pr. ts. Hooper. : 


Poor Mr, Shipley! he was in danger of faring, as Colum- 
bus did by Americus, in having his name forgot as the firft dif- 
coverer of this new world of arts, manufa€tures, and commerce. 
He, or his friends, however, have taken care to afcertain. his 
right to that honour, by putting that truly noble fociety in 
mind, that had it not been for him they had been—noruinc, 


et fibi conful 


Ne plactat, curru Jervus portatur eodem. ’ 





«« A flave in the fame chariot feen to ride, 
To mortify the mighty madmens’ pride.” 


Art. 25. The Schemer, or Univerfal Satirifi.. By that great Philo- 
Apher. Helter Van Skelter. I/luftrated with Notes Critical and 
Explanatory, by fomée of the firft Perfonages of Europe. 12me. 
Pr. 3s. Wilkie. 


Moft, if not all, the papers of this performance, we appre- 
hend, have been already offered to the public in detached letters, 
which, at a time of fo many performances in that way, is a me- 
thod that can bring an author very little reputation or profit, 
Not only magazines and journals, but evening pofts, chronicles, 
and news papers of every kind, daily, we almoft may fay, hourly, 
teem with them.. A man who has the leaft private bufinefs to 
tranfact, has {carcely leifure to perufe them in the daily papers, 
when the evening ones, fraught with the like produdtions, are 
ihruft into his hands. He is fometimes pleafed when he reads 


them 5 but his amufement vanifhes by frefh repeated matter in 


the fame ftile and manner, tillall recolle&tion is buried in the 
courfe that a perpetual round of fuch reading introduces. 

We cannot help owning that the above refle€tion often re- 
cutred to us in the detached publications of the papers before 
us ; becaufe they have merits far fuperior to the common ef- 
favs: and it would be injuftice to the author to conceal the 
account he gives us, in a Kind of preface to the public, both of 
ihe motives and the manner of his performance. 

‘ The defign,’ fays he, ‘indeed, of this paper has been to pro- 
note whatever is laudable and praife-worthy, and to difparage 
vice and fully, which, as we were unable to execute as effayifts,. 

we 
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we endeavoured to perform as fchemers and -prosetors; though: 
we are not infenfible of the unfortunate end, which j is the, gea 
neral reward of fuch public-fpirited performers ; but in genes, 
ral we are fenfible, there is no,better method of recommending 
the Schemer to the public, than by declaring the’ true motives,; 
which induced the author to undertake, a work fo very uncom- 
mon. ” 

‘ The celebrated, though trifling, letter of Maupertuis ta the 
king of Pruffia, juftly raifed the indignation of every true fr iend: 
to arts and fciences who perufed it. It was ta ridicule his mot- 
ly performance, that a letter to Jacob Henriques froma Dutch, 
philofopher, on the poffibility of impofibilities, was inferted :i Aa 
the London Chronicle, the plan of which letter was.in Imitar: 
tion of Maupertuis. Many ridiculous projects were planned. 
for the purpofe, each having fome relation to thofe offered’ by, 
the German Pees but shete arole fo et fait, that: ies 


ars 


connection was antic) and (ubftitute ‘hae ofa periodical pas, 
per, called, The Schemer,; this he has purfued i in- the Chronicle. 
for two years, and has,had the happinefs. of finding his. pey 
formance did not want admirers: from this fatal obincraniina 
the avenues of his heart became dilated,, and it was an ealy, 
matter for his friends to perfuade him, that a feparate publica- 
' tion of the Schemer, in one volume, woald probably be no. 
difagreeable entertainment for the public,’ 

We own ourfelves heartily of this opinion ; and excepts 
ing a few exaggerations, which introduces obfcurity, we are o 
opinion, that few performances of the kind for eight oc ten 
years palt, have exceeded, or even equalled the letrers of the 
Schemer, in the various requifites of wit, humour, and ftile ; 
with an adequate knowledge of the world; an indi‘penfible 
qualification to every ethic, fatirical, or political, writer, who is 
not literally a Schemer, 


Art. 26. An Effay om the internal Ufe of Thorn-apple, Henbane; and 
Monkfhood; which are foewn to be fafeand efficacious. Remedies in 
the Cure of many obftinate Difeafes. By Anthony Storck, M, De 
4Aulic Counfellor, and chief Phyfician to ber moft facred Majefip she 
Empre/s Queen ; and Phyfician to the Patmatrian Ho/fMalaf Vi- 
enna. Tranflated from the Original Latin, printed at weraene 
1762. 800. fr. 1s. Becket and De Hondt. 


This is the fame learned German who introduced the inter- 
nal ufe of cicuta, or hemlock, into medicine, and he feems re- 
folved, indeed, to enrich the materia medica with every vegeta- 
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Ble'which has hitherto been ftigmatized as deleterious or pair 
fonous. We fhould not be furprized to fee him ranfack the 
mineral world, and hold forth in praife of cobalt, or arfenic, 
which was fuppofed by Clutton the chemift to be the original 
bafis of Ward’s pill. 

Notwithftanding the hiftories that were publifhed by Dr. 
Storck, to illuftrate the medicinal ufe of the cicuta, and even the 
atteftation of baron Van Swieten himfelf, we are very certain, 
from repeated trials both in hofpitals and private practice, 
within the bills of mortality, that it never has fucceeded in any 
cafes fimilar to thofe for which the German difcoverer had pre- 
fetibed it with fuch wonderful fuccefs. We may therefore fair- 
ly conclude, that either thefe German cafes have not been faith- 
fully reported, or that the vegetable has different qualities in 
Germany and in England. Dr. Storck’s reafon for fuppofing 
the Stramonium, or Thorn-apple, might be a fpecificin madnefs, 
is fingular and curious enough, ‘* If,’ fays he, ‘the ftramonium, 
or thorn-apple, by difordering the mind, caufes madnefs in 
found perfons; may me not try, whether, by difturbing and 
changing the ideas and common fenfory, it might not bring 
the infane, and perfons bereft of their reafon, to fanity or 
foundnefs of mind; and, by a contrary motion, remove convul- 
fions in the convulfed?’ This dedufionis not more remarka- 
ble than the confequence. The doftor makes the experiment 
upon himfelf ; in order to try whether it might not bring a perfon 
bereft of reafon to Janity and foundnefs. But, as it produced no ef- 
fe&t upon him, he adminiftered it to others. He fhreds and 
pounds the plant, expreffes the juice, and evaporates it over 4 
fire, to the confittence of an extraé&t. He began with adminif- 
tering half a grain of this extra&t in a pill, and increafed the 
dofe occafionally to one grain given three times a day. We 
have five cafes in which it was prefcribed for fome weeks ; but, 
fh our opinion the effects were doubtful ; and indeed all the hif- 
tories are fuperficially related : for we neither know minutely 
the flate of the patient’s body, nor are we informed whether or 
hot this medicine produced any fenfible evacuation. 

He next proceeds to defcribe henbane, the extra& of which, 
he gave in convulfions, melancholy, cough, and hemoptoe, to 
the amount of nine grains a day, beginning with one grain. 
This medftine feems to have kept the body open, and the thir- 
teen cafes here defcribed, in which it was given, are more cir- 
cumftantially defcribed, and more fatisfagtory than the former, 

But Dr. Storck’s youngeft child feems to be his greateft favou- 
rite; we mean the Aconitum, or Nafpellus, known by the names of 
Monkfhood, Helmet-flower, and Wolf’s-bane. Two grains of 
the extract of this plant he mixed and rubbed with two drachms 
of 
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of white fugar, and took twenty grains feveral mornings fuccef= 
fively, by which experiment he found it was a great promoter 
of perfpiration and fweat. He prefcribed it with great fuccefs, 
in obftinate tertian and, quartan agues, {fciatic, gout, rheu- 
matifm, venereal tophi, and fchirrous glands, in’ which laft 
diftemper it has performed feveral. cures, even when the hem- 
lock had failed.—We do not at all doubt but Dr. Storck, in the 
courfe of his experiments, will find out fome other poifon, that ' 
fhall even exceed the wolf’s-bane inits medicinal powers. We 
fhould not be furprifed to fee him recommend arfenic in por- 
ridge, becaufe, being thrown upon an hot iron, the faid arfeni¢ 
emits a porraceous odour, alias, the fmell of leeks. 


Art. 27. Le&ures upon the Heart, Lungs, Pericardium, Pleura, Af 
pera Arteria, Membrana Interfepiens, or Mediaftinum. Together 
with the Diaphragm. Taterfperfed with a Variety of Pra&ical 
Remarks. By H. Mafon, Surgeon. 8v0. Pr. ts. 6d. Newbery. 


Thefe le€tures are dedicated to Mr. Grindall for a very odd 

reafon, namely, becaufe, over and above his abilities in furgery, 
the late Mefirs, Girle and Nourfe gave the faid Mr; Grindall a 
favourable chara@er of thefe lectures. 
_ There is nothing in the introdué€tion which requires invefti- 
gation ; nor, indeed, do we fee any neceflity there was for pub- 
lifhing the leGtures themfe! ,, notwithftanding the Latin title- 
page, with an ablative abfolute at the bottom, which we hum- 
bly conceive to be mifplaced. 

Not but that the leGtures are well enough for a fuperficial 
demonftration at Surgeon’s Hall, though the expreffion is not 
always very concife and per{picuous ; but, as they contain very 
little that is either new or interefting, we apprehend, they can 
be of no great fervice to the young ftuderit, who has more 
complete treatifes in his hand, with an opportunity of ftudy- 

ing the praétical part of anatomy to the greateft advantage, 
under the moft celebrated mafters of the art.—_——And here we 
cannot help taking notice of fome illiberal omiffions in our 
author, which feem, to denote a little invidious pique againft 
the beft anatomift of the age. —Speaking of an aneurifm in the 
aorta, he carefully fupprefies all mention of that curious cafe in 
point, related by doétor Hunter, in the medical obfervations of 
London. The fame gentleman is treated with the fame affeét- 
ed neglect, when he refers us to Haller’s treatife de motu Sangui- 
nis, for the refutation of the hypothefis which makes the right 
ventricle of the heart contratt itfelf before the left, without de- 
fcribing the curious experiment made with two trocars upon the 
heart of a live animal, by Dr. Hunter at his public leétures, 
Dd4 Finally, 
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Finally, in writing of the emphyfema, he has recourfe to the 
female academy of fciences, for the hiftory of a man ‘wounded 
jn the thorax, whofe whole body became emphyfematous, and 
even. goes fo far back, as to quote Anibrofe Pareéy for’ another 
inftance, when he might have extraéted a very curious example 
of: the fame difo rder from the fecond volume of Medical Obfer- 

- yations and enquiries, related by Dr. Hunter with his ufual ac- 


cupacy and precifion, 











ee 28. Candia Invitations to ferious and unbiafgd RefeEions, con- 
cerning the great and dreadful Increafe, Malignancy, and direful Ef- 
Seas of Fevers, and other epidemic Difeafes; which yearly deftroy 
s great Numb rs.of all Ranks ang Degrees, Age and Sex. With impor- 
tant. Inquiries, "Remarks; and Objervations, on the Caufes thereof. 
Lo. whichis added, Reafons and Motives to demonftrate the Neceffit ity 
; of iputting ay inm diate Stop “to their growing Progrefs, and pre- 
“wenting their fatal, deadly, and alarming Effeds, not by the ddmi- 
- nifpration of violent, dangerous, on auftere Medicines, precarious Ope- 
rations, and tarimring Applications, but by eftablifhing Metheds ac- 
‘ lgording ta the plaiz, ealy, and uniform laws.of Nature, Reafon, and 
Truth. Recommended to the ferious and unbiaffed Confideration of 
-\ all abe may think the Means for preferuing Life and Health, wor- 
- “thy fa much Attention, as to dive? themfelves of Prejudice and 
-2' \Prepoffeffion, in order to make fuch important and interefting Inqui- 
vitss By Re White, Chemif. Bv0. Pr. 1s, 6d. Fourdrinier. 














; Scaliger. faid the greateit evil he could with to the greateft 
‘enemy was, that he might be employed to compile a lexicon. 
Had he lived in. our days, he might have wifhed him a greater 
evil ftilk, that he fhould be obliged to read and review the lite- 
ary trath, which ‘is difgorged upon the public i in this metro- 

olis, 
* If the moft infipid harrangue upon the prejudices of man- 
“kind, confifting of the moft trite and hackneyed obfervations, 
. repeated in every, page of a bulky pamphlet, conveyed in a cold, 
drawing, circumlocutory ftile, made up of long-winded fen- 
tences, among which there is one of above two hundred lines, 
.. difgraced with falfe grammar, falfe fpelling, and fuftian, with- 
\ put fpirit, fagacity, icope, or apparent defign ; may be allowed 
.toexcite difgyft; the public will certainly excufe our being out 
- of humour with this difciple of Geber, whofe cerebrum and 
| cerebellum, we firmly believe, though macerated, digefted, and 
_@iftilled ip an alembic, would fearce yield one fcruple ‘of genuine 


> {plait pit brains, 


til 


. ’ yf . 
, i . 
teri’ Ar. 
, 4 
. - < ‘ 








_»Menthly. © 4 Davo. 401 


Act. 29. A Diflertation on the King’s Beil’: sie Account of 
ja Medicine which (though an: Alterative, and: gives no: Unenfinefs 
to the Patient) bas cured many of that Diforder, even wher. moft in- 
weterate, and bas been found effeual inyotber Camplaints; occaffoned 
by Obftru@ionsy tra vitiated State of the Blood. ‘Towhichvare 
added, the Cafes af many Perfoni who have. been cyred, and al Pro- 

~  pofal highly meriteng the RTT f - — 8 va." PAsGd, 
Newbery. ! 99" 


The intention of this pamphlet is'to procure fabteription’: for 
an hofpital for the cure of {crophulots ‘patients, By “méalis of a 
certain’ noftrum which is here faid'to' be a fpetific it’ the difeafe 
called the king’s evil. If this fcheme fhould' bé putin execution, 
it will only be one monument more ‘ereéted to the ‘triumph of 


empericifm. 


; «"* 


Art. 30. Confderations on the prefent dangerous Crifis. Bvo. Pr. If 
Becket and De Hondt. 


This is a well-written, plaufible performance, extremely well 
adapted: for allaying the prefent ferment of the public; yet the 
author feems: to foothe the prejudices of the people, in fome ré- 
{peais, by making certain conceffions ih favour; of théir, animo- 
4dity to the late minifter, which, we apprehend, the feverity Of 
juftice will not warrant. He reprefents lord Bute as one! who 
umade a rapid-and imprudent progrefs to feize the helm of ftate'; 
-but it is now geverally»known that his feizing the helm of ftate 
at) all, was owing (not to his own ambition, but) to the earneft 
‘andirepeated defire of his S m; that he would not/under- 
take the tafk until he had received: the: K—g’s promife that:he 
fheuld be permitted to refign ‘as: foon as the peace fhould be 
eftablithed ; that when this great purpofe was fully anfwered, 
and'the other bufinefs of the nation tranfaéted in p———t; he 
claimed the benefit of shis royal mafter’s' promife, and ‘retired 
like a philofopher from the malice and. clamour of fa&tion, from 
the. ingratitude of a public which he ‘had ferved with unheard 
of integrity. With vefpect to the ungracious referve and fupef- 
cilious indifference, which are laid tohis charge, we do:not pte- 
tend to judge, ftrangers as we are to his perfor and deportment. 
But we will venture to fay, that nothing can be more. unjuft 
than to accufe him of predile&tion for his northern compatriots, 
in the diftribution of his mafter’s miunificence to thofe who had 
diftinguifhed themfelves by their genius and literature. That 
he was the remote caufe of Mr. Home’s good fortune we. fhall 
not deny, as he introduced that gentleman to his M y> 
during the laft reign, long enough before the period of his own 
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a———n; and in confequence of that recommendation, his 
M—-—y, foon after his elevation to the t-—ne, of his own frea 
motion, was gracioufly pleafed to diftinguifh Mr. H——-e by 
his royal beunty; but we will defy this author, or any other 
perfon whatfoever, to produce another inftance of lord: B—e’s 
having provided for any Scotch writer ; and we believe it will 
not be denied by the unprejudiced part of mankiad, that fome 
of the beft writers of the age were born on the north fide. of the 
"Tweed.—We are very fenfible, that thofe who have made it 
their bufinefs to raife the cry againft the earl of B-—te, have in- 
ceffahtly repeated this charge of predile€tion for his own coun- 
trymen, and imputed to bim the late provifion which was made 
for Mr. M-——ll—t; but we will be bold to affirm, that Mr. 
M-——— owed his place to the intereft of-an Englith noble, 
man, altogether diftiné& from that of lord B——e; and there- 
fore this is one of the vile falfhoods to which the incendiaries of 
faction have had recourfe, to. foil the character of a virtuous no- 
bleman. As to his afluming the name of prime minifter, we are 
forry to fee fuch a childifh obfervation drop from a pen which 
is otherwife refpectable.—-When, or upon what occafion, did he 
affume this odious appellation ?—Did he either affume or pof- 
fefs any other title, or power, than what was afflumed and pof- 
feffed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Pelham, and Sir Robert Walpole? No: 
The wretched tools of 4 rancorous fa&tion endeavoured to ren- 
der him odious to the populace, under the name of prime mini- 
fter and favourite ; but furely he himfelf never affumed either 
of thefe appellations, though, ftri€ly fpeaking, neither the one 
nor the other implies any thing either unconftitutional or dif- 
graceful : for, people may clamour as they pleafe againft the 
term prime minifter, as a term unknown to the Englith confti- 
tution, we will defy them to fhew one period in the annals of 
Britain, at which the ad———n was not conduéed by one man; 
and we will defy all the cafuifts upon earth to prove that Jt is 
difgraceful to enjoy the particular favour of a virtuous and dif- 
cerning prince. So much for the caufe of truth, which 
we hope we fhall have always honefty enough to efpoufe, in de- 
fiance of vulgar clamour, which we heartily defpife ; and he who, 
afferts we are, or ever were, influenced by lefs honourable mo- 
tives, is a dirty flanderer, equally malicious and contempti- 
ble. 

Lord B e is moft of all blamed by the author of this pam- 
phlet, for having leagued with a hardy veteran, long hackneyed 
in the ways of corruption. If this was the cafe he cannot well 
be juftified ; but, ifhe was convinced in his own mind, that the 
gentleman thus ftigmatized, was in faét an honeft man, who had 
been traduced by faction, that his influence was extenfive, and 
that 
































. 


Monthly Cararcecus.: 6d. 
that his talents would be’ ferviceable'; and‘thathe was bertert 
than any other: perfon qualified ‘to: manage*his M——~y’s buf 
nefs in the houfe of c- ns; nay, ifhé believed bim tobe: 
the only man capable of undertaking and: performing: this tafk;. 
to advantage, we do not fee how he could avoid the itep: which 
he took in his favour.———We ftill, however, feppofe, that he 
was unjuftly accufed, or at leaft, that lord B——~ thought he 
was unjaftly accufed of having openly avowed that corrupt fy 
tem which his lordthip profefled-to reform.—A fter'all, the great 
defe& in his Jordthip (which this author has altogether over- 
looked) was his being. born a Scotchman, This is the ftring 
which the emiffatiés of the oppofite fagtion have’ continually, 
touched, in ordet to:produce national difcord, and it. never-fail~ 
ed of having the defired effect upon a populace warped. by low: 
jealoufy, blinded by ignorance, and mifled by prejudice. Had 
all the villanies of nature fwarmed upon bim; they could not have 
made him fo deteftable in the eyes of an Englith mob, as he was 
rendered by that fingle circumftance of his being a North Bri- 
ton ; and had'he poffeffed all the virtues that ever adorned the 
greateft hero, the ftauncheft patriot, and the beft minifter, they 
would not have been fufficient to over-ballance the difadvan- 
tape of this gdious term, in the opinion of the many. « 
We might proceed to animadvert. upon: feveral other. max- 
jms and remarks of this author, who, with a greatdeal of me- 
rit, is not free from mifapprehenfion anderror, We can_like- 
wife perceive his drift in favour of a certain nobleman of nei- 
ther party, whom it might be good policy to employ as a me- 
diator between both ; but as the nature of our plan will not 
allow us to be more particular, we muft refer the reader to the 
pamphlet itfelf, which will yield him great fatisfaftion. - 


; 


Art. 31. 4 Letter to the Right Honourable Earl Temple; upom the 
probable Motives and Confequences of bis Lordjbip’s Condu& awith 
Regard to Mr. Wilkes. 410. Pr. 6d. Nicoll. 





We may fay of this writer what Jack Ketch’s wife faid of her ~ 
fpoufe, ‘* any bungler may hang a man, but it is my hufband 
alone that can makea gentleman die {weetly.” We muft acknow- 
ledge that many bunglers have been endeavouring'to fix the 
ropes on both fides of the prefent political gibbet, but the au- 
thor before us feems by far to have the beft knack at fitting the 
noofe. In fhort, this letter is both fpirited and weighty, jocu- 
larly ferious, and rationally fatiric. Its tendency is to expofe 
the party that patronifes Mr, W——. 

Thus far we fpeak as reviewers; but though our duty as 
fuch lead us to criticize not only compofition but argumenta- 
tion, 
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tion, and: though, jin. certain cafes,, we jhave, found ourfelyes 
obliged to defcend \evemto literary perfonalities, yet we do not 
apprehend we are entitled to, follow this or.any other author in 
perfonal; abufe, evenof thofe who, in our own private opinions, 
we mayothink are. politically obnoxious;, orto recommend the 
example to our readers, » : 


Art. 32. 4n Appeal to Fas: In a Letter to the Right Honourable 
Earl Temple.:..4t0.. Pr.1s.° Millar, nad 

‘When the patronsand writers of thé oppofition to the prefent 
miniftry fhall coolly, clofely, and difpaffionately, without invec- 
tive, and without declamation, anfwer, :to the fatisfaction of-any 
unprejudiced perfon;» the fa&s advanced in this excellent per- 
formance, ourfelves fhall draw the goofe-quill in their favour. 
The moft important part of the reafoning in this pamphlet turn 
upon the moit ftubborn of faéts, we mean accounts ; by which, 
to our humble ‘apprehenfion, it is unanfwerably proved, that 
the money neceflary to be borrowed for the year 1763, was ob- 
tained ‘pn the beft dnd cheapeft terms that it could poffibly be 
had: ‘We are forry the nature of the fubje&t does not admit. of 
our giving any partial extraéts on this; head; becaufe ac- 
counts muft fpeak for:themfelves,and thofe of. this pamphlet 
are too long to be tranfcribed.. The reft of. it confifts of an 
ironical, but arch vindication, of the perfon and. condua of a 
noble lord, who lately retired from public bufinels. 


Art. 33. 4 Letter to the Right Honaurable the Earl of Temple,.onm 
the Subje@ of the Fortyxfifih Number of the North Briton ; and 
en his Patronage id an asta wrens ff it. 8v0o. Pr, 15, 
Hinxman. ! 


Whatever private conviétions we may have with regard to 
public affairs, we never \fhall fuffer them to mingle with our 
duty in this publication, \‘The author of the. letter before us 
is a difpaffionate and an able advocate for lord Bute’s admini- 
ftration ;, though we cannot think that he has always avoided 
vulgarities. One or two ftridtures of perfonality, he has admit- 
ted into his letter, give us concern ; and we are ingenuous 
enough to own, that we think the refentment of government 
would have fallen with much better grace upon fome of the 
publications of the North Briton antecedent to the Forty-fifth 
number; fince it is not quite a thoufand years’ago fince no 
principle was more univerfally received by the miniftry, as well 
as the oppofition, than that the fpeech of the S n is to be 
confidered as that of the minifter. We are, howéver far from 
faying, that there may not be indecencies in handling the fpeech 


atluded to without doors, that make it peculiarly culpable. 
4 ‘The 
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© The labour of your favourite, my lord,’ fays this.writer, ¢ to 
prevent every circumftance to his and your prepofterous pur- 
pofes, is egregioufly malicious. He fays, “ the proud and 
feeble Spaniard does not renounce, but only defs from all pre- 
tenfions which he may have formed on the right of fifhing about 
Newfoundland.” With what a flender train he endeavours to 
fet fire to the minds of the people ; and, like Guy Fawkes; to 
blow the nation into confufion and ruin by his explofion of 
malevolence, rather than live in peace, beneath the reign be 
him whom you have called the beft of princes. 

¢ Permit me, my lord, to affert,, that this diftinétion of re- 
nounce from defift.is not only iniquitoufly but foolifhly made, 
and that the whole is unfairly reprefented. As to the latter 
part, your darling has difingenuoufly neglected to mention, that 
the king of Spain has engaged for his pofterity as well as‘for 
himfelf. And as to the former, do’ you imagine that had the 
letters in the word renounce been inferted in the treaty, that they 
would have obliged the Spaniard, on a future rupture between 
England and that potentate, to behave with more obfervancé of 
his ftipulations than thofe in the word 44f. If the Spaniard 
defifis, what does it avail whether he remounces or not? —. 

We do not perceive that this is either an ingenious or ingenu- 
ous apology for the expreffion impeached by the North Briton. 
It is true that many difficulties occur in obliging the pofterity of 
a prince to {tand even by his moft folemn renunciations. Per- 
haps, in arbitrary hereditary governments, the thing not only 
gainfays common juftice but common fenfe; we cannot help, 
however, thinking, that it is a little irreconcileable to the ufual 
rules of fpeaking, to fay, that this king of Spain thall engage 
that his pofterity fhall defift from fuch and fuch claims before 
they enter into them; and yet, as the letter-writer ought to have 
told us, this.is the real cafe. Thekings of Spain, in all the fe- 
veral treaties we have had with them, have never yet renounced, 
for inftance, their title, even, to Jamaica; but though they retain 
their claim to that ifland fo far as even to create dukes of that 
title, yet we believe that no man will fay the claim of the good 
_ people of England to Jamaica is in the leaft weakened by his 
not having renounced his title to that ifland. . There are certain 
wrong-headed pretenfions that have been indulged by confent of 
nations; nor can we think that the French king fits lefs fecare- 
Jy on his throne, becaufe our Sovereign has not renounced the 
title of king of France. 

In other refpeéts the author of this letter has given full and 
fair anfwers to the accufations (for we find by a late decifion we 
muft not call them charges) brought againft lord Bute and his 


adminiftration. 
Art. 
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‘Art. 34. 4 Letter from a Member of Parliament in London to bit 

- ‘Friend in Edinburgh, relative to the prefent Critical State of Af- 
JSairs, and the dangerous Antipathy that ‘feems daily to increafe bé- 
tween the People of England and Scotland: 8vo. Pr. ts 
Hinxman. 


Ifthe wretch (for we can. afford him no other appellation):is 
in earneft-in the inve&tives he beftows in this. pamphlet upon the 
Baglifh nation, we ate of opinion,. were it confittent with law, 
that he ought to be whipped through every market-town in 
‘England, as an incendiary.. If ke is notin earneft, he deferves 
he fame treatment, and for the fame reafon. 


Art. 35. 4 Review of Lord Bute’s Adminiftration. By the Author 
of the Review of Mr. Pitt’s. 8vo, Pr. 2s. Pridden. 


This pamphlet has long hung upon the front of our news 
papers, in advertifements, like clouds teeming with deftruétion 
to lord Bute and all his friends ; but now that it appears, it 
tooks like an over-grown wren piffing into the flood of politica} 
abufe. The vetlel was indeed fo full, that it required but very 
Tittle addition to-make the contents run over. ‘Fhe two-hhil- 
ing pamphlet before us is an abfolute catch-penny thing. The 
author has colleéted into his Jordan of politics, all the ftale, the 
hackneyed, the worn-out arguments that had been, fo often re- 
tailed in pamphlets and papers againft lord Bute and his admi- 
niftration, and having faggoted them up in a moft clumfy auk- 
ward manner, he dignifies his performance with the name of a 
Review. To {well it out to the price of two fhillings, he has 
added bottom notes from {tale pamphlets, and antiquated ae- 
counts of money matters ; the firft founded on faéts, not only 
notorioufly mifreprefented, but palpably falfe; and the latter di- 
re&tly in the teeth of the caufe which he affects to ferve. We 
are then entertained, by way of Harlequinade, with amufe- 
ments given at the court of. England to the Pruffian minifter, | 
interlarded with the moft falfe, rancorous, and ridiculous infi- 
nuations and amecdotes that ever any tool of a party had the 
impudence to pmblifh. We apprehend that fothing can cor- 
fute their veracity more effectually than one obfervation; that 
his Pruffian majefty, though known not to be over delicate in 
matters that regard either his honour or intereft, and has been 
often thought to be rather too liberal in his political publica- 
tions on thofe heads, has never yet given the world the fmallett 
reafon for thinking that he imagines himfelf to have been ill 


treated by England, either before or after the concluficn of the 
late 
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late general peace. The remaining part of this pamphlet is 
below all contempt; ‘and it is pity, that while the-legiflature 
has fo wifely provided againft frauds: of every kind, -either-ac- 
tual or intentional, no provifion is made againft ‘the prattices of 
a wretch, who, like the author of the pamphlet lying before us, 
publifhes, under a fpecious inviting’ title, the matter that has _ 
been fifty times publifhed before. . And, left the bulk of -his 
pamphlet thould fall fhort of its price, he re-prints the prelimi- 
itary treaty, witlr that of Hubertfbourg, the petitions of the lord 
‘mayor and common countil of London againft the cyder-a&,s 
the conténts of the fame a&, with a literal retailing of all the 
dull ftapid abufe, infamous paragraphs, and lying anecdotes, 
concerning ford Bute and ‘his friends. In thort, the ‘author, of 
any friend of this pamphlet (ifwe can be abfurd enough.to fup- 
pofe it has any) may be called upon to produce one argument - 
cofitained in it that’has not, like the dog returning to his vo- 
mit, been licked up and here difchaged in the face of the pubs 
lic. The faéts, though ftale, have not even the merit of being 
varied in the manner of telling them; and, upon the whole, we 
cannot fay we often-have had the misfortune of meeting witha 
performance of the price this fells at, fo contemptibly fpecious. ~ 


‘Att. 36. England’s Conftitutional Toft for the Year 1763: In which 
are difiuffed, -1. Authorfoip. Ul. Popularity. Ml. Liberty of 
the Prefs. 1V. The Dignity of London Furies, Bve. Pr. tt 
Morgan. 


If the English language was ten times more fruitful than it is 
of farcaftic epithets, a critical reviewer, though keeping within 
the bounds of truth and juftice, might foon exhauft them all, 
and have a demand for more. The performance before us is 
one of the political ftink-pots daily flying~about againft the pre- 
fent adminiftration ; but they are more deteftable than dan- 
gerous. 


Art. 37. The Tower: A poetical Epiftle, inferibed to John Wilkes, 
Ejfq. 4to. Pr. 6d. Ridley. 


This rhapfody feems to come from the pen of the paraphraf- 
tical .imitator of Juvenal’s fatires (fee our laft, p. 310), and we 
are the more inclined to be of that. opinion from a fquinting 
compliment he pays to the reviews, ‘The author, “however, in 
this performance, not having the great fatirift for his polar 
ftar, runs adrift, and partly fplittthg upon the thelves of wit, 
partly foundering in the depths of dulnefs, at every bounce, he 
difcharges his pop-guns as fignals of diftrefs, at the govern- 
ment, lord Bute, and the Scots. 


Art. 
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Art, 7 Every Woman ber own Broker; or, a new Guide to jig 
Alley + Mujtrated with Examples in real Life. Containing proper 
and necefjary Infirudtions for every Woman, and plainly pointing oug 
the Method of making the moft of her own Charms, without the Aj- 
fiance of Femule Brokers, Tally- -women, Fe.&Fe.  12zmo. Pr. 34; 
Cooke. | 


Mr: Mortimer’ s ufeful work, intituled, Every, Man his own 
Broker, in all probability, furnifhed the author under confidera- 
tion with a title to his book.—To fay the truth, he feems to be’ 
perfeétly well acquainted with his {ubject, and is, in many places, 
not. deftitute of that kind of humour fo much relifhed by’ the 
bucks of the town; but whether he is moved by compaffion for 
the dear creatures he treats of, or a€tuated by perfonal refent- | 
ment again{ft the pimps and tally-women, whofe arts he particu- 
larly defcribes, we fubmit to the judgement of thofe who may 
have inclination to read the performance itfelf, 


Non cuivis bomini contingit adire Corinthum. 


Art. 39. Scotchman 42 modeff : or Albion’s Crifs. 8vd. Pr. 1%, 
Pridden. ’ 


A dull colleéion of abufe againft a refpectable cabins 
equally deftitute of truth, fatire, and every requifite that can be 
fuppofed to conftitute writing. 


Art. 40. The Lady’s Complete Letter-Writer ; being a Collection of 
Letters written by Ladies, not only on'the more important, religious; 
moral, and focial Duties, but.on Subjed?s of every other Kind that 
ufually intereft the Fair Sex. iw2zme. Pr.2s. 6d. Lownds. 


This colleétion, like former compilations of the fame kind, 
is gleaned from the works of our moft eminent effayifts and 
novel writers. It feems to be executed with judgement ; and 
we may venture to pronounce it as entertaining and inftructive 
‘as any that have preceded it. 


Art. 41. Eutropii Hiftorie Romane Breviarium: or Eutropius’s 
Epitome of the Roman Hiftory, with an Englith Tranflation, Notes; 
and Index. By Mr.Thomas. 8vo. Pr.2s. 64. Baldwin. 


As Mr. Thomas’s tranflation of Eutropius appears to. be exe- 
cuted with more accuracy and fpirit, and enriched with bettér 
notes than Mr. Clarke’s; we recommend it to thofe who prefer 

a free, toa mere verbal, tranflation of the claflics, 
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